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THE CENTRAL COUNCIL 


fe Central Council for Works and Building, as the 
tentatively titled National Building Council has 
been christened, is now in being, and held its first meeting 
on Tuesday of this week. Its composition, together with 
a statement by the Minister of Works-on the reasons for 
setting up and an explanatory note on its functions, appear 
on page 189 of this issue. , 

As will be seen it is a strong Council, headed by the 
Director-General of Works (Mr. Hugh Beaver) and Sir 
Ernest Simon as Chairman and Deputy-Chairman respec- 
tively, and members of the chief professional, contracting 
and labour organisations serving the building industry— 
chosen primarily for their experience and practical know- 
ledge—have places on it. The duty of the Council, which 
will be a standing body, will be to advise the Minister 
on all matters affecting the building and civil engineering 
industries, and the Minister “ will, as far as possible, consult 
the Council on all proposals affecting the two industries and 
involving principle or policy before taking action. The 
Council will have the right of initiative and may make 
representations on any matters affecting the two industries.” 

In this connection, a curious situation is to be observed. 
The personnel of the Council—though comprised, in so far 
as the professions and trades actually engaged in con- 
struction are concerned, of fully qualified men—are members 
by virtue of their personal qualifications and do not represent 
the various institutions and federations of the industry. 
In other words, they are direct nominees of the Minister of 
Works and not delegates of those institutions and federations. 

This is a definite departure from previously accepted 
procedure in advisory councils which will cause no little 
surprise. It is justified by the Mimister on the grounds 
that he “feels it desirable to have an independent and 
experienced council,” and by his statement that ‘existing 
and organised interests will have access to me as hitherto, 
and there will be no interference with the arrangements for 
fixing wages and conditions and for settling disputes. 
Since Lord Reith is the parent of this new body, he is 
clearly entitled to settle its composition in whatever manner 
seems best to him. We would only point out that’ the fact 
that the various building trade institutions are not repre- 
sented on the Council may not make-easier of performance 
the various duties—among them execution of works pro- 
grainmes, welfare and labour conditions, man-power, Ccon- 
ditions of contract, and control of materials and plant— 
with which the Council is charged. It will make especially 
difficult the fulfilment of one term of reference—given by 
Mr. George Hicks in the House on August 7—namely, 
“to take action to secure that the industries carry out the 
decisions of the Minister taken on the Council's advice and 
with the Council's approval.” : : 

In view of the fact, however, that this Council does not 
supplant the Building Industries’ National Council (which 





Lord Reith stated would remain an adjunet-of the Ministry) 
nor blocks the means of access by various institutions to 
the Minister, its appointment will be welcomed in principle, 
we think, by the industry, which will be in a better position 
to judge as and when the results of the Council’s deliberations — 
are seen. : ee 

On- the success or otherwise of the new body’s activities 
depends much, not least the degree to which Governmental 
participation in the running of the post-war building industry 
may be expected. In Lord Reith’s opinion, “ Government 


is increasingly bound to direct and control ; it is essential — 


both for war and for what will follow after.”” With this 
we are mainly in agreement ; if control is necessary in war- 
time it will clearly be not less vital in organising the in- 
dustry for peace. But it will be equally important that 
central authority shall carry each and every branch of the 
building trades and allied professions with it in the steps it 
takes. On the success or otherwise of this Council hangs, 
in our view, the decision as to whether Government action 
is or is not useful in ironing out some of the difficulties which 
have, in the past, prevented the building industry from 
presenting a united front to the world. 

That being so, we expect every institution connected 
with British building loyally to support this new departure, 
and shall h that no institution will allow sectional or 
vested interests to stultify what we are convinced is the 
Minister’s genuine and dietataonsted effort to bring the 
various parts of the industry into proper relationship. It 
is not without point -to recall that what is best for the 
country will, in the long run, be best for building. 

One notable omission from the personnel of the Council 
is any representative of the manufacturing interests. Here 
the Building Industries’ National Council can render useful 
service, and we understand it is Lord Reith’s intention to” 
discuss with that- organisation the expansion of its field to 
enable it to represent all the varied. interests of the industry, 
some of which have short-sightedly remained aloof from it 
and the excellent work it has done over the ten years. 
Though right of individual access by o ions to the 
Minister remains, it should by this time be clear that this 
very individualism has been, the root trouble in building 
trade politics. The failure of the various organisations 
within the industry to come and present a united 
front is reflected directly in the degree of Governmental 
control now being experienced, The industry, moreover, is 
not likely (nor will it deserve) to throw off that official 
control until it reorganises itself to meet its present and 
future tasks in a cohesive, orderly and self-disciplined way. 
For the immediate future, representation of the materials 
manufacturers is an obvious direction ia which B.I.N.C. 
can assist, and if this should come to be, we shall hope to 


see the Central Council enlarged to give the older body 
representation at its deliberations. 
“3 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Oetch Architecture, Old and New. 
Tux exhibitien of photographs of 
Deitch Architecture. Old and New,” 
by the Anglo-Batarian Society 
siiding Centre. at the P iirtech- 
Little Titehfield-street, W.1 
f shout 20 photographs which 
ted as being typical of the 
f Holland. The selection of 
ture has been confined to 
ings. as adequate photo- 
and cathedrals were 
The rural and provincial 
Holland has a character 
native skill in the use of 
material, brick, is unesur- 
nywhere, and i may be truly said 
one form of architecture 
character of @ nation is 
i it is surely im its domestic archi- 
and in the Dutch architecture we 
characteristics of a peace- 

“¢ and industrious nation 

ewer archit-cture of Holland has 
« great an imterest as the old, particu- 
larly that which has been produced in the 
rreat revival of architecture which took 
ace during the period since the last war. 
hath the new and the old are admirably 
tured by Mr. F. RB. Yerbury, Hon. 
4 R1BA. in the collection on’view, and 
we doubt whether a finer collection exists. 
The mewer quarters of Amsterdam. in 
which many new bridges have been con- 
have a great interest added to 
them by the introduction of sculpture, an 
example of which is given on this page. 
The municipality has shown in the work 
carried out ander their supervigion an 
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appreciation of the value of the sculptor 
and his ability to add a character to the 
city and to what might- have been a 
purely engineering achievement. 


Tue Association for Planning and 
Regional Reconstruction, Lid., has been 
registered (August 20) as a company “ to 
investigate. advise on and prepare 
schemes and plans in connection with 
national and regional reconstruction, 
etc.” The subscribers are: Lord Forrester 
and Viscount Grimston, both of Gorham- 
bury, St. Albans; Mr. F. R. Yerbury, 
Wood Lodge, Heath End, Flackwell 
Heath, and four others. 


BRIDGE OVER A CANAL IN A NEWLY DEVELOPED ARTE 
OF AMSTERDAM. = 


From the Exhibition of Photographs of Dutch Architecture at the Building Centre. 


Augest 29 194; 


Institute of Quantity Surveyors. 

Tue Institute of Quantity Survey... 
Lid., has been registered as 2 company 
limited by guarantee without «}.2;- 
se voraeaeane are given as A © 

mnant, “ wood,” igh, Es: 
H. B. Hobson, 180, Bsc sa. ati 
chester; and nine others. 


Ecclesiological Society's New Session. 

Tas. need for cultural activity during 
war time (writes “H. V. M. B.”’) is to be 
well met by the new syllabus of meetin: 
of the Ecclesiological (late St. Pax!’s 
Ecclesiological) Society, just issued. Las: 
Saturday, August 23, they held a com. 
memoration service of past member: in 
the ruins of St. Albans’, Holborn, with an 
address by the Rev. R. 8. Eves, the Vicar 
There foHow two Saturday vizits—:, 
Hampstead parish church on September 6. 
meeting at the church ; and to some of the 
damaged City churches on September » 
meeting at Mark-lane station—in bo:h 
cases at 2.30. Then there are to be three 
indoor lecture meetings—on October 11 on 


‘Medieval Freemasonry; on November & 


on Property and Boundary Marks: ani 
on December 20, on Medieval Music—al! 
in the hall of the Art Workers’ Guild, 
6, Queen-square, Bloomsbury: a very 
varied and attractive programme. For 
farther particulars write to Feldenham, 
Forest Edge. Buckhurst Hill. 

Service Retirement of Sir john Brown. 

Tue War Office announce that Lieut- 
General (Acting) Sir John Brown, K.C.B.. 
C.B.E., DS.0., Director-General, Terri- 
torial Army, and Inspector-General of 
Army Welfare, is retiring under the age- 
limit regulation. He will be granted the 
honorary rank of lieutenant-general on 
retirement. Sir John Brown will remain 
Chairman of the Council of Voluntary 
War Work. He has received the thanks 
of the King for his long and- valuable 
services. Sir John, who is a Fellow of 
the R.1.B.A., is partner in the firm of Sir 
John Brown and Henson, FF.R.IB.A 


Obituary. 

We regret to record the deaths of Sir 
Alfred Gelder, Mr. J. C. Procter, and Mr 
F. Anstead Browne. Notices will be given 
in our next issue. 


IN 1916. 


Extract rrom The Builder, Avevst 2 

“ Way has the carrying out of these 
large hutting and other contracts in 260 
different country districts been confined 
to so limited a number of firms? Why 
was no use made of the various organised 
bodies representing the building trade 
to obtain, individually or collectively, 
the undertaking of these works by firm: 
belonging to and familiar with the 
resources of the districts where the work 
was to be done, or from districts adjacent 
thereto? ... Important local firms wth 
the best of resources in plant, capita'. 
personnel and experience have been ov¢'- 
looked until they forced themselves upo™ 
the notice of the Government... Now 
comes further pressure for labour, whic 
is understood to have rendered necess2'y 
the recent order requiring a builder ‘0 
have a licence to build: before, proceeding 
with any fresh undertakings. This obv’- 
ously means that the existing Gove™- 
ment munitions jobs are to be mannd. 
and the contractors who have those bui'd- 
Se in hand are — provided 
with men at the expense of those w) 
have not been fortunate enough to > 
given any Government work.”—From °* 
article on “Army Waste.” 
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WAR-TIME BUILDING PRACTICE 


By R. Cotterell 


Butler, A.R.1.B.A. 


62—WAR-TIME AND POST-WAR REHOUSING : CONSTRUCTION—3. MATERIALS. 


A review of recent developments and development trends in 

connection with building materials—{continued .) 
PLASTERS AND SCREEDS. 

INTERNAL PLASTERS AND SLUARIES—Finishes—as such— 
necessarily have to play a minor part in building work 
designed on a basis of ‘stringent economy, but although 
to some extent plasters may be considered essentially finish- 
ing materials, their application has other important bearings 
upon constructional technique. Irregularity of surface 
does not matter for emergency purposes from an aesthetic 
point of view, but it is most important that irregularities 
and porosity be avoided where a hygienic surface is essential. 

The development of skim coats for this purpose has been 
very considerable, and has had a definite connection with 
precision methods of laying structural elements. With 
materials and constructional systems capable of producing 
wall-finishes reasonably regularly jointed, heavy floating 
coats of plaster are unnecessary, and thus the use of highly 
tenacious plasters for skim-coat finishing is an important 
development in current practice. 

Similarly, skim coats of impervious tenacious material 
(virtually slurries) applied by brushing or by compressed 
air have developed considerably for waterproofing for 
obtaining a hygienic surface and to provide increased 
mechanical strength at the surface. 

EXTERNAL PLASTERS AND scCreeps-—Qne important tech- 
nique suitable for the erection of semi-permanent buildings 
which may continue to develop in the near future, is the 
use of a screed or thin rendering on a backing of hessian or 
similar material as an external wall finish. The result 
obtained from this technique is quite remarkably strong 
and weather-resistant, and may moreover be expected to 
show a considerable effective life. Not only have external 
walls been produced by this method, but a technique of 
producing roofing by a similar process has advanced beyond 
the experimental stage, and may ultimately develop into an 
accepted method of semi-permanent roofing. 

STRUCTURAL PLASTERS.—At least one scheme for pre- 
fabricated roofing elements formed of fibrous plaster has 
been successfully advanced, and the potentialities of this 
technique appear considerable. Large structural elements 
of fibrous plaster may be fabricated and the material exhibits 
a high strength/weight ratio, and has proved an excellent 
base for the application of waterproofing. 

Similarly, prefabricated composite sheets of plaster 
bonded to paper of other fibrous material have been shown to 
be an extremely light and generally suitable material for 
semi-permanent walling, waterproofing being effected by 
either an applied screed or by the use of bituminous material. 

ASBESTOS. 

ASBESTOS.CEMENT.—One of the most outstanding of all 
eurrent developments in the building industry immediately 
before and during the war has been the continual extension 
of the potentialities of asbestos cement.. Confined originally 
to the production of a roofing material, the demand for 
substitutes for timber and metal and the need for lightweight 
and impervious material generally have resulted in the 
practical and experimental use of asbéstos-cement products 
for a vast number of applications. 

In addition to the extended use of asbestos-cement for 
roofing, external wall panelling, rainwater goods and for 
sanitation, many types of fittings and items of equipment, 
Previously manufactured of timber or pressed metal, have 
how been made, ; 

The possibility of doors in asbestos-cement has been weit 
gated, and uction on a practical basis appears pro , 
One particle interesting structural application has been 
the use of ashestos-cement tubes as structural roof-members 
in place of timber or steel. Members so constructed have 
% high strength/weight ratio, good resistance to shock and, 
of course, considerable permanence. : 





Asbestos-cement has also been used in connection with 


the manufacture of special fire-resisting material consisting . 


of asbestos-cement sandwiched between galvanised 
a bond being effected by i 
This material has been found of grea 
purposes and may well continue to be equally important 
after the war. 

ASBESTOS FisnE, ETc—The use of asbestos in the pure 
or almost pure form for war-time has been in 
connection with defence and fire-fighting generally, rather 
than directly in building, but an expanded capacity may, 
after the war, be in a position to make the particular in- 
sulating and heat-resisting properties of asbestos widely 
available for construction. 


SLAG. 

Experiments with, and some practical application of blast- 
furnace material as a substitute for Portland cement have 
taken place, but the use of what is generally known as slag- 
wool for fire resistance and insulation generally has been 
considerably expanded during the war. This material— 
which is relatively inexpensive—offers a high degree of 
resistance to heat and heat transmission and, being inorganic, 
is proof against attack by vermin. The use of slag-wool 
for fire stops (loose, blanketed or in compressed form) and 
as a sound-absorbing packing will certainly be widely de- 
veloped after the war. The use of slag material in the form 
of highly compressed sheeting is at present mainly in the 
experimental stage, but may ultimately constitute an 
important alternative to materials incorporating asbestos 
fibres. 

GLASS. : 

The most widely known war-time development in the 


glass industry is probably the increased application of - 


toughened glass for building purposes. While this may not 
have the same importance in general applications after the 
war, it is a highly satisfactory material in many respects 
and the possibility of using toughened glass in a semi- 
structural way must be considered. 

The use of glass silk or wool as an insulator is largely 
a pre-war development, but its value as non-organic, vermin- 
proof material has made it of considerable importance in 
connection with emergency structures. 


‘ IRON AND STEELS. 
we.toinc——During the war extended research and 
accelerated development in the iron and steel ind has, 
very naturally, been primarily concerned with other fields 
than building. Only limited supplies of ferrous metals 
have been available, and the strictest control has been 
exercised. Therefore, while many current deve ts in 
this field will ultimately be of great use to building, they 
have not been directly evolved with building requiréments 
in mind. The exception has been the use of welding instead 
of riveting. For a number of reasons, welding has not 
developed in this country during the past few years at the 
speed which might have been expected. In some 
this may have been through inertia, but iti 
has to a great extent been due to unfounded doubts of its 
efficiency—possibly owing to early failures as a result of 
imperfectly carried out oxy-acetylene welding. The modern 
technique of electric arc welding has certainly made normal 
work as reliable as any other structural ion, and X-ray 
methods of checking welds exist which make it even more 
reliable than other constructional systems. 
Welding—properly carried out and based upon a know- 
ledge of its potentialities and limitations—results in increased 
economy over other techniques, and as such should be 
i in connection with emergency 
work. With the development of efficient mobile welding 
machinery, a greater iation of welding’s economic 
and other advantages, and a more intelligent application 
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of building regulations, a greatly increased use of welding 
should take place. 

The development of welding has been inevitable, and 
it cannot be said that present progress is primarily a result 
of war-time conditions, but certainly the need for maximum 
economic efficiency and for progressive development gene ally 
should have accelerated its development even if this has 
not been entirely the case. 

CORROSION RESISTANCE.— Fundamentally, the more a 
structural member can possess finishing qualities, the greater 
the efficiency. This is obvious economically, but the 
matter goes deeper than this, for easy and inexpensive 
maintenance, general simplicity of design and greater 
flexibility all result. The development of corrosion-resisting 
materials themselves or methods of rendering materials 
corrosion resisting is therefore an all-important aspect of 
building development. At present the use of alloy steels 
for construction is generally impracticable on economic 
grounds but, with increased production and improved 
structural design based on their tialities, anti-corrosion 
steels may well be considerably developed for structural and 
semi-structural applications. Similarly the development of 
the use of rust-proofing methods, such as those based on the 
use of zinc, is vitally important. 

LIGHTWEIGHT CONSTRUCTION=For obvious reasons there 
has been little or no development during the war of the 
possibilities of pressed steel for building purposes. After- 
wards, however, it is highly probable that pressed steel for 
the production of prefabricated structures will be an 
important aspect of technical development, and that in 
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Diagrammatic reference summary of primary building materials. 
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conjunction with welding and the design of lightweicht, 
prefabricated structures, generally —— steel structural 
sections will equal rolled material in importance for some 
classes of work. ; 
be, only rarely 
ry, and might 


are concerned, although it is not the pure metal rall 
referred to. Nevertheless, the quantities of BE etal 
alloyed—although vitally im t—are in the case of the 
metals discussed here, never in excess of the primary metal. 
Aluminium is very naturally much in demand at the 
moment, and extensive work is being carried out ‘in con- 
nection with its development, but not directly for building | 
purposes. 

Two fundamental properties are of importance to building - 
mechanical , and resistance to corrosion. For most 
general requirements, the strength it ratio of common 
aluminium alloys is sufficient for purposes since 
this is much less critical in building than, say, in the aircraft 
industry. What is important, however, is the cost ratio. 
Given reasonable control and organisation, aluminium for 
building should be available after the war at a rauch lower 
cost than before, and used intelligently it will probably play 
an increasing part in building technique. Much research 
has gone into the development of aluminium alloys suitable 
to resist most forms of atm ic corrosion normally met 


with, and taking into consideration the essentially attractive 
surface of the metal its development as a combined struc- 


tural and ready ‘finished material should considerably 
increase the efficiency of light-weight building. 

The practicability with which aluminium may be 
extruded is important, as it opens up such a vast field of 
applications. In addition to the lines indicated above, the 
use of aluminium foil as a heat insulator requires mention. 
Had it not been for the prior requirements of other industries, 
it is probable that this would have played a most important 
part in emergency building. 

copren—The use of copper as foil for , and in the 
drawn-tube form for services, was rapidly de ing before 
the war. In the next few years, it is probable that consider- 
able expansion in this field will take place, particularly in 
connection with prefabrication owing to the light weight of 
service equipment in copper, its general rigidity and the 
suitability of the fixing techniques developed in connection 
with it. 

Lead.—Important recent (although not war-time) develop- 
ments in the application of lead to building include its use in 
the form of foil as a waterproofing membrane, the. use of 
light gauge lead alloys for roofing, and improvements in 
jointing methods for lead services. Lead not being a light- 
weight metal is, therefore, less suitable for prefabrication 
than some other materials. However, it is more than 
probable that the lead-alloys foils mentioned above will find 
important application, as will the always valuable properties 
of lead-oxide paints as rust inhibitors and for external 
finishing purposes generally. 

zinc—The future importance of zinc (other than as @n 
alloying metal) will in all probability lie in its suitability 2s 
rust inhibitor on ferrous metals. In recent years, consi(cr- 
able development in the technique of simple and comp! x 
rust-proofing by the tise of zinc has taken place, and paral!:! 
with the structural-finishing building element developm”:'t 
already referred to, will certainly play an important part. 

altoys.-The vast number of potentially valuable alloys 
makes it impossible to do justice to this field in this kind of 
brief summary. Not only are there an almost inexhaustible 
number of combinations of elemen metals forming v?!- 
able alloys, but the dunssatettien al adh alloy vary with 
comparatively minute changes in the ions of the met«!s 
involved. At a later date it is to devote detailed 
attention to the potentialities of metallic alloys for buildin. 


pLastics.—The war is encouraging rapi nent in the 
technique of the production and oot the potenti- 
ally enormous group of materials loosely termed plastic: 
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Plastics have already been reviewed at some length i is ij ‘ 
series (The Builder, November 15, 29, December 6, 13 nase i i 


1940), and it is not proposed to do more than summarise 


the field here : 
Plastics as: Cements, im 


The development of asphalt 


pregnators, masti i 

and binders for the production of mouldings. me ian 
BITUMEN AND ASPHALT. 

for contem y buildi 

is likely to oceur along two rather separated bee. 
of asphaltic composition used in bulk for roofing and similar 
purposes, and the development of asphalt or bitumen in 
eonjunction with fibrous materials as waterproofing mem- 
branes or as important elements in wate 


i Tproo nerally. 
With the development of lightweight taildine Nesminn 


lines —the use 


containing membranes play and will continue to play an 





containing materials is sati for. 
general shock-reduction and as-a structural isolater for sound- 
resisting construction will doubtless exp 
for it is a field which 
rind a considerable 
weather-resisting element exists once m of ensuring 
durability er exposed content ho a <3 


. | 


A expand = ’ 


(To be continued) 








CORRESPONDENCE 


[While we are glad to publish letters on professional 
and other matters of interest to our re, it must be 
understood that we do not the 
remarks of correspondents, who will us if they 
will express their views as briefly as le.} 

Post-War Housing. 
To tHe Eptror or The Builder. 


Sir,—Recently there have appeared 
letters in the daily Press in which some 
writers have stressed the necessity of 
avoiding the confusion in reconstruction 
which leads ultimately to the vast rash 
of jerry-building extending into every 
remote corner of the British Isles, and 
emphasising the need ‘for effective plan- 
ning for post-war building. Of course we 
know that architectural institutions and 
societies are vociferous on this matter 
also, but others>however, no doubt with 
the best intentions in the world, use the 
correspondence columns to tell us that the 
immediate need will be for houses at any 
cost and not sehemes. 

There may be some truth in their asser- 
tion bearing in mind that an immense 
‘Army and Air Foree and quite large 
numbers of Navy personnel will want 
homes besides places in which to work 
and play. It is understood that local 
authorities have already embarked on re- 
planning of their areas, some having 
made more progress than others. 

Now it seems to me, and I have not 
yet seen .my suggestion put forward else- 
where, that it is humanly impossible to 
prepare cut-and-dried schemes all ready 
for building when the need will be the 
greatest, and even if we had, we have 
still to build them. Therefore I put for- 
ward the idea for what it is worth, that 
certain areas should be given over to im- 
mediate housing requirements whilst the 


permanent reconstruction plan is matured 
and carried out. In short, I would build 
standard unit wooden chalets, of course 
of different types and sizes, where com- 
munities could be housed right away if 


necessary, providing communal restau- 
rants where varying types of customer 
could be served. These could be erected 
in public parks where site difficulties 


eecur, or in the front gardens to be of 
future houses, and could be erected by 
the thousand before the foundations of 


Permanent houses could even be put in. 

As the permanent rehousing, which 
could be carried out without haste but 
with al! reasonable speed, arrived at com- 
Pletion, so the wooden chalets could be 
dismaniled and done away with and any 
temporary roads also removed, 

By that time, some practical knowledge 
Would he available as to the reaction of 
the suburban public to what is called the 
communal feeding and recreation arrange- 
ments. Most people who stand on Parlia- 


ment Hill or some such eminence on 
Sunday morning and see the thousands af 
chimneys smoking away and think of the 
thousands of housewives cooking their 
thousand little dinners for their thousand 
little families must feel what a dreadful 
waste of healthful leisure is taking place 
and how this could be eliminated by.com- 
munal cooking to suit different classes of 
patron. 


One need not do more than outline such 
proposals, which I feel sure would be to 
the ultimate benefit of the people and the 
dignity of our post-war cities and towns. 
I have used the word “ chalet” to link 
up my idea with that of the “ holiday 
camp.” Percy Bartzerr. 


Station-street, Nottingham. 


“* Garden City Flats.” 
To tue Eprror or The Builder. 

Sir,—We notice that an advertiser in 
The Builder describes a group of flats as 
of the “ garden city’ type. This shows 
a misapprehension which we should like 
the chance to clear up. The definition of 
garden city adopted by this Association 
many years ago is:— 

“A garden city is a town designed for 
healthy living and industry; of a size that 
makes possible a full measure of social 
life, but not larger; surrounded by a rural 
belt; the whole of the land being in public 
ownership or held in trust for the com- 
nrunity.” 

There is no “garden city” type of 
house or architecture, and certainly. no 
“ garden city” type of flat. One of the 
reasons for planning towns is to give 
adequate space for all purposes, and the 
Association shares the general view in 
this country that the normal family 
dwelling should be a house with a decent- 
sized private garden—flats being an ex- 
ceptional expedient for the non-family 
minority. 

We do not say there cannot be flats in 
garden cities (there are a few in both 
Letchworth and Welwyn), but it would 
be very misleading to use the phrase 
“ garden city’ type about any kind of 
flat. 

This Association is very much against 
the trend of unplanned city development 
which has forced many people to choose 
either flat life or a wearisome journey to 
a distant suburb. Neither is necessary if 
we follow a policy of decentralisation of 
industry as recommended by the Barlow 


Report. 


’ 


F. J. Ossory, 
Hon. Secretary, 
Town and Country Planning 
Association. 
Welwyn Garden City. 


, our cons i , 
could do much to help, for, owing to their 


The Need for New 
To rue Eprror or The Builder. 

Sizr—I hope that your campaign 
against unnecessary by-laws will be suc- 
cessful.” At my age it cannot be said to 
affect me personally, but there must be 
many like myself who, in the course of 
half a century of actual practice, can 
recall stupid things done simply because 
it would not have been in the client’s 
interest to delay urgent work while fight- 
ing such restrictions. The trouble arises 
when you ‘encounter a legally minded 
surveyor who insists on the letter of the 
by-law regardless of the actual circum- 
stances. One instance will suffice: in a 
house on a hillside, exposed full south for 
miles, a wholly unnecessary width of win- 
dow was insisted on on a measurement 
of the floor space. Actually, the windows 
had to be fitted with wooden louvres on 
account of the glare as soon as the client 
moved in. SEnex. 


British Stone—Building, Decorative and 
Monumental. 
To rae Eprror or The Builder. 


Sirn,—With reference to the article 


which appeared in last week's issue of 
The Builder, we’ have pleasure in sending 
you herewith a copy of letter we have 
sent to Mr. John Hadfield. 
Srantey Bysovrs, 
Director, J. Brsouru, Lap. 
South Tottenham, N.1. 
[Cory.] 

Dear Sir,—We have read with mach 
interest your letter i in The Builder 
of August 22, and it is very gratifying to 
know that at last the quarry owners are con- 
templating taking some action to place British 
natural stone in the position it deserves, 1.¢., 
the forefront. 

From item number 4 of your letter we have 
the impression that the organisation will be 
for quarry owners only, and if this is the 
case, may we ask why the larger masonry 
contractors and stone merchants are excluded ? 
Speaking from many years’ experience, it is 
i opinion that masonry firms 


handling most of the stones, they are more 
or less representing all the quarries, and are 
therefore in a position to give an unbiased 
opinion. ; 
Is it asking too much that this point be 
considered at your next meeting? 
Srantey Bysovru, 


Registration . 
To tae Eprron or The Builder. 

Srx,—Surely there is one question not 
included in Forms B.C.E.23 which some 
small builders would find hard to answer, 
i.e., “Are you insured for Workmen’s 
Compensation and Third Party Risk, and 
which insurance company carries the 
risk?” 
until a sé 


satisfactory 
Tooting, 8.W.17. 
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THE BUILDER 


R.I.B.A. RECONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE 


Av a Press conference which was held 
by the R.1.B.A. Reconstruction Committee 
on Tuesday last, two interim reports were 
presented for publication, the first on 
Planning and Amenities, and the second 
on War-Time Housing. We give the 
former hereunder, and propose to publish 
the latter next week. 


INTERIM REPORT NO. 1 ON PLANNING 
AND AMENITIES. 
A Nationa! Planning Authority is Essential. 


1. Present Praxninc Avrnonirres.—Under 
the Town and Country Pianming Act, 1932, 
the statutory planning authorities are the 


jocal councils, borough, urban, or rural. Many 
of these have voluntarily grouped themselves 
for planming purposes into regional areas of 
limited extent. In some instances they have 
delegated their powers to a county authority, 
bet unless powers are so delegated, the 
County Council outside London is not a 
statutory planning authority. In the County 
of London, however, the L.C.C. and the City 
of Londen Corporation are the planning 
authoritees for their respective areas. 

Under the Restriction of Ribbon Develop- 
ment Act, 1935, highway authorities are given 
control over any development within 220 ft. 
of the centre of all classified roads and over 
any access to such roads. Certain other roads, 
in respect of which an Order has been made, 
are also controlled. in, utider the Trunk 
Roads Act, 1936, the Ministry of Transport 
exercises similar powers over defined trunk 
roads. 

There is, therefore, divided jurisdiction for 
various planning purposes, and this has led 
to great confusion in the past. The various 
authorities concerned have tended to act from 
purely departmental motives and thus to be 
at cross-purposes on the site. 

2. Present Exemptions rrom PLanninc.— 
All Government Departments are at present 
exempt from planning control, and many 
statutory undertakings, such as railways, 
docks, electricity undertakings and gas com- 
— are also exempt ngs large extent. 
such exemptions are bound to upset an 
— at Coes planning. iki 3 

3. A Consrauctive Pian Necessary on a 
National Basts.—The Government has 
accepted in principle the necessity for a 
national plan to cover the whole country with 
regional divisions, and it is clear that any 
plan for post-war operation must be mainly 
constructive in character rather than restric- 
tive. It must include all forms of activity 
and nat be limited by local administrative 
boundaries, and, in its main lines, it must be 
ready for operation as soon as ible, and 
im any case immediately the end of hostilities 
is in sight. 

4. Essentiat Macutwery ror a Nationar 
Pisan.—{a) There must be one National 
Authority responsible for all planning matters 
which shall include the following :— 

{i} Ordnance survey, at present under the 
Ministry of Agriculture. The urgent 
need for oy kept constantly up to 
date cannot over-emphasised. The 
possibility of a new scale of about 3in. 
to the mile should be considered for 
the purpose of a national plan. If 
fully contoured it would greatly assist 

_ the consideration of all pro ; 

fii) Present planning department of the 
Ministry of Health whose officers are 
in constant touch with local planning 
authorities. (It is not considered desir- 
able to include the detailed work of 
housing.) 

(iii) Trunk roads and new roads, at present 
dealt with by the Ministry of Trans- 
port. Railways, ports, canals, and 
public utilities. - 

(iv) oe rg reservations, 
nati and > open : 
seeeones and reservation of pli, wea 
sites. 

(6) There must be Regional Offices of the 
i for 


authority (not necessarily those adopted 
the purposes of Civil Defence) to deal 


with all the above matters on lines 

id by the central — % 
(c} There must be Regional Grouping of 
sant catedine wie wil decide as to suit- 


able local ae areas and any necessary 
financial adjustments. 


e ble for the i 

The experts responsible for the preparation 
of a national plan will be concerned, among 
other matters, with the following :-— 

1. Decewrratisation or Inpostry.—The 
recent report of the Royal Commission on the 
Distribution of Industrial Population makes 
drastic recommendations, all of which require 
to be carefully considered as part of the 
future national policy. The location of 
industry has a vital bearing on the whole 
question of planning. Consideration will have 
to be given to the future utilisation of war- 
time buildings and development in this con- 
nection. 

2. Repvcrnc Vutwerasirry.—The Civil 
Defence Act, 1939, gives powers to planning 
authorities to make requirements with a view 
to rendering*an area less vulnerable to air 
attack. Such powers may well be used to 
assist in securing lower densities of develop- 
ment, and open belts between industrial and 
other areas, and even between parts of a 
town. 

3. Cowtrot or Desicx.—Insufficient use 
appears to have been made of the present 
powers contained in Section 12 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1932, to control 
the “size, height, design and external 
appearance of buildings.’’ Insistence on the 
employment of a suitable architect in every 
case is the obvious remedy. 

4. No Exemprions.—It may well be ques- 
tioned whether agricultural buildings are 
rightly exempted from the above section. In 
any case, it is clear that in a national plan 
there should be no exemptions for Govern- 
ment Department or statutory undertakings, 
and that all works and buildings shall be 
controlled by the national plan. 

The nation should lead the way in good 
citizenship. 

§. Taxinc Srock or Natrona, Assers.— 
There is urgent need for research into the 
natural resources of the country. The fullest 
utilisation of existing assets involves, amon 


other things, an independent overhaul of al 


statutory undertakings and public utilities, 
such as railways, canals, docks, b ‘ 
water power, water supply, drainage, - 
tricity, power and gas supply, and construc- 
tive proposals affecting these. 

6. New Possretiri#s.—From the data 
made available by such a survey the possi- 
bilities of new services which might be 
developed should be considered. 

Possibilities which immediately occur for 
investigation are: (i) Hot water and_ heat 
distribution on an area basis; (ii) the saving 
of waste and salvage of useful material; 
(iii) the utilisation of spoil heaps; (iv) dis- 
posal of refuse matter on a mechanical basis ; 
{v) the avoidance of atmospheric pollution. 

7. Lawn Reservations.—Essential agricul- 
tural land must be reserved, and there must 
also be forestry reservations and pregervation 
and planting of trees and woodlands, national 
parks, open spaces, camping sites. Coastal 
reservations and recreation facilities must 
also be considered in the national plan. 

8. Essentiats ror Livinc, WHETHER IN 
Town or Counrry.— 
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the provision 
the national plan oo 
9) wi have 
to Senile 2 investigated. ” 


(i) The provision of healthy villages: and 
(ii) reasonable facilities for community life. 

9. ConTRIBUTING AND G Factors ty 
ALL CoMMUNITIES.— to limit the 
size of towns have been at many periods 

istory. - In Australia and New 
Zealand the_ new towns of a hundred 
years ago were often surrounded with a belt 
of park lands. None of these efforts can be 
regarded as achieving the results desired. It 
may be that the only satisfactory answer to 
such failures is that the whole of the land 
should be in one ownership, but even apart 
from this possibility much can be achieved 
by a definite national plan. 

There must be a definite reason for every 
new town. In most cases it will be better 
to select an existing centre, however small, 
which has a tradition and life of its own. 
A dormitory town is an anomaly. 

Constructive guidance, rather than restric- 
tive control, should be the object of planning. 
The only way to stop indpstries, and conse- 
quently population, from settling in one place 
is to make it more profitable for them to 
settle in another. 

10. Rares anv  Ratinc.--The present 
unequal incidence of rating is one which tells 
very heavily against certain communities. 
The de-rating of agriculture and the pariial . 
de-rating of industry, with corresponding 
block grants from national funds, has been a 
temporary expedient which will require 
reconsideration, but in any case a new form 
of finance on a national or regional basis is 
clearly called for. ‘ 

11. Locat Iwprovemenr Fosp — De- 
veLopers’ ConTRisvuTion.—Too often in the 
past, when rapid development has come in 
a particular district, it has meant a large 
increase in expenditure by the Local Autho- 
rity in the provision of necessary open spaces 
and essential road widenings and public ser- 
vices. It is ible that every developer 
should be required, as a condition of approval, 
to set aside, say, one-fifth or some other pro- 
portion of his land or its value, at the option 
of the authority, towards the open spaces and 
improvement of the district. A developer 
of 100 acres would thus provide 20 acres of 
open — or its value, and even an indi- 
vidual house on a £100 plot would contribute 
£20 towards the improvement of the district. 
Open spaces and widenings would thus be 
automatically provided as and when they 
were needed. 


12. Private anp Pustic Roaps.—The scales 
are at present heavily weighted in favour of 
building on existing road frontages, and this 
is reflected in the price of such as building 
land, as compared with back land, the de- 
velopment of which will necessitate the con- 
struction of an expensive ‘private street.” 
Standards of roadmaking and comparative 
costs and other road questions should be 
investigated with a view to a recommendation 
under this head. 

13. Pvstic Ownersuie or Lanp.—Much has 
been written as to the possibility of the 
nationalisation of land, in whole or in part. 
Attention should be drawn to a rt pre- 
ar by a special Committee of the Royal 

of British Architects on Compes4- 

tion and which indicates 4 
dealing with a very diffi- 

cult question, which will at the same time be 
fair to owners and retain. the essential of 
Fer 

: ISLATION. in a 
will become necessary as the results of 1 
vestigation become apparent. 
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THE BUILDER 


CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR worKs 
AND BUILDING 


COMPOSITION AND 


Tue composition of the Central Council 
for Works and Building whs announced 
on Monday as follows :— 


Chairman: Huon Beaver, ~ M.Inst.C.£., 
M.I.Chem.E., M.Inst.T. (Director-General, 
Works and Building). 


Deputy Chairman: Sm Ernest Srwon (late 
Chief Regional Information Officer, Ministry 
of Aircraft Production; Member Economic 
Advisory Council), 


Members: H. F. Brann (Past-President. 
Fed. Civil Engineering Contractors; Presi- 
dent, British Employers’ Confederation) ; 
G. M. Burr (Member of Council, Fed. Civil 
Engineering Contractors ; Chairman, Building 
Kesearch Board); Ricnarp Coprock (Presi- 
dent, Building Industries National Council ; 
Gen. Sec., Nat. Fed. Building Trades Opera- 
tives); Luke Fawcerr (President and Acting 
General Secretary, Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers); Oswatp HEatine, 
F.S.1. (P.-P. Chartered Surveyors’ Institu- 
tion); Sm Crement Hrivyprey, K.C.1.E., 
M.Inst.C.E. (P.-P. Institation of Civil En- 
gineers); Joun Larne; ALDERMAN Prrt, J.P. 
(P.-P. Nat. Fed. Building Trades Em- 
ployers); Tom Pucnu (Secretary, Transport 
and General Workers’ Union, Building 
Trade); J. W. SrepnHenson, J.P. (President, 
Nat. Fed. Building Trades Operatives) ; 
Percy Tuomas, O.B.E., LL.D., F.R.I.B.A. 
(P.-P. R.LB.A.). 


Scottish Members: Joun I. Lovupon (Presi- 
dent, Scottish National Building Trade 
Fed.); A. MeTaccart, J.P. (Regional Secre- 
tary, Scottish Regional Council, Nat. Fed., 
Building Trade Operatives). 


Oficial Members: Miuntstry or Works AND 
Buitpincs.—W. Lerrcn, C.B. oot Secre- 


tary); H. H. Monrcomerre, O.B.E. (Princi- 
pal Asst. Secretary) ; P. Benner, 
F.R.I.B.A. (Director of Works); Masor- 


GeneraL K. C. Appreyarp, C.B.E., D.L., 
M.I.Mech.E. (Director of Emergency Works). 


Ministry of Labour.—Mr. G. H.. Ince. 


Secretary To tHE Counciu.—E. J. RIMMER, 
B.Sc., M.Eng., A.M.Inst.C.E., Barrister-at- 


Law. 





FIELD OF ACTIVITY 
COUNCIL’S FUNCTIONS. 


_The following statement on the fune- 
tions of the Council has been issued :—~ 

_The Minister of Works has heavy responsi- 
bilities and wide powers under different regu- 
lations dealing with the building and civil 


engineering industries and building operations ~ 


generally. In the execution of the Govern- 
ment war-building programme he has to 
secure the highest degree of efficiency and 
output under the difficult and changing con- 
ditions of war time, and has accordingly 
taken action involving the control and direc- 
tion of the various sections of the two 
industries, : 
_ The Minister feels it desirable to have an 
independent and experienced council to advise 
him on matters concerning the industries and 
their part in the national war effort; so that 
he may be in close touch with them and have 
their good will and co-operation; and the 
industries may be aware of Government's 
motives and objectives. He has accordingly 
established a Central Council for Works and 
Building, the members being chosen pri- 
marily for their experience and practical 
knowledge. 

Existing associations and organised inter- 
ests will have access to the Minister as 
hitherto; and there will be no imterference 
with the arrangemenis for fixing, wages and 
conditions and for settling disputes. The 
Minister will, however, look to the Central 
Council for advice on all matters affecting 
the building and civil engineering industries. 
He will, as far as possible, consult the 
Council on all proposals affecting the two 
industries and urcving principle or policy 
before taking action. 

The Council will have the right of initia- 
tive and may make representations on any 
matters affecting the two industries. The 
Council will have access to all possible infor- 
mation relevant to their work. Matters with- 
in their competence include : (a) mobilisation 
of resources to secure maximum outpat and 
efficiency ; (4) measures to secure maximum 
concentration of resources on vital work and 
to restrict non-essential work; (¢) priority 
questions and the consideration of building 
programmes and their relationship to avail- 
able resources of labour and materials; and 


= 





said: ‘ The building and the civil 
engineering {or public contracting) 
industry are x and loosely knit. As a 


whole, organisation is lacking. There are two 
main organisations of e1 ers, the Building 
Trades’ and Civil Engineering Contractors’ 
Federations (the former with many regional 
associations). There are about 600 firms in 
the latter and about 8,000 in the former. 
There appear’ to be up to another 50,000 


builders outside, mainly the smaller. Many 
unions are affected, but all are represented by 
the National Federation of iliding Trades 


Operatives. There are many professional, 
technical. and scientific institutions represent- 
ing architects, engineers, surveyors, quantity 
surveyors, and others. There are many other 
interests affected—manufacturers of raw 
materials and finished articles—bricks, sand, 
cement and gravel, equipment, builders’ mer- 
chants, steel and reinforced concrete firms, 
plant manufacturers and plant hirers, paint 
firms, structural, mechanical and electrical 
engineers. ~ 

‘* There is no central organisation repre- 
sentative of all these varied interests 
as a whole; or of builders, contractors, and 
the operatives; and something is needed. I 
am now discussing with the Building Indus- 
tries’ National Council the expansion of its 
field to bring in other interests not yet repre- 
sented. 1 hope these efforts will be success- 
ful and will erable that Council to a on 
with greater effect its valuable work of the 
last ten years. 

‘* Meantime, despite a reduction in num- 
bers from about 1,400,000 to 750,000 opera- 
tives, a great and urgent building programme 
is in hand. The building industry is the 
foundation of warfare. The Minister of Works 
—charged with the general direction and con- 
trol of the building and contracting indus- 
tries—must have a council to help in the 
adminjstration of the various powers and 
responsibilities. The executive machine 
created in the Ministry covers a wide field ; 
the council fikewise. The Essential Work 
Order, payment by results, Registration of 
builders, of plant hirers, and probably of 
builders’ merchants, ers of direction to 
contracting and building firms, allocation of 
work, distribution of ee —— 
repair ers, groupi co-ordinatin 
cmaihee taihdans, obtaining of returns of labour 
and work, control of ildi materials— 
these give some of the duties referred to. 

‘“‘ With the transfer of labour to the army 
and munitions, and with the difficulties of 
war-time building there is more need than, 


ever for a Rapes tone ty —— It is 
not possible to leave industry 
procedure of supply and demand, normal 


means of transport, normal supplies of labour, 
etc. Government is i 
direct and control; it is essential both for 
war and for what will follow after. 
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HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB. 
MR. j. C. S. SOUTAR, F.RIB.A. ARCHITECT. 
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elow 
VIEW IN S. QUADRANGLE. 
















ete om ' 
mB e 
ee 
Lees 
P 
4 
a 
F 4. =+ 
sicilied Bt ten 
Rie =f 
i 3 
be - 
4 
ait + i 
Ht } 
i ct 
{4 +4. - 
+ > 
‘ 3 4 
. 
; ¢ 
% P 
4 a 
# NLR 
; 
} 
ss 
> 
> 
| 
i+ 
13 
‘= 
Tod i: 











| GS SRO 


BASS MENT PLAN 


THE BUILDER 








HENRIETTA BARNETT PREPARATORY SCHOOL. 


THis BUILDING, FORMALLY OPENED 
by H.M. Queen Mary on June 29, 
1938, was designed to meet the 
needs of the rapidly increasing 
population of the Hampstead 
Garden Suburb as a preparatory 
school for the Girls’ High School 
and Institute which it adjoins. 

Pian.—The planning was 
governed largely by the require- 
ment that all the classrooms should 
face south. The levels permitted a 
large dining-hall and_ kitchen 
under the classrooms in the north 
wing of the building, thereby pre- 
serving symmetry in the main 
front elevation 

Apart from the north wing and 


central. block, the whole of the 
accommodation is planned on one 
floor, thereby preserving the view 
of Sir Edwin Lutyens’s main 
school, which stands * on higher 
ground, as a terminal feature on 
the central axis of the estate. The 
Middlesex County Council, who 
were interested in the erection of 
the Preparatory School, gave valu- 
able advice on the planning of the 
building through their technical 
staff. 

Consrruction.—The external 
walls are I4in. thick, faced with 
Dorking multi-coloured bricks with 
bright red plinth and dressings to 
quoins and window openings. The 
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roofs are covered with hand-made, 
sand-faced tiles. The fléche is of 
teak, the base and roof being covered 
with copper. The classroom windows, 
of modern type, provide a maximum 
of light and ventilation. 

The building hag a low-pressure 
central-heating installation thermo- 
statically controlled from the boiler- 
room in the basement. Lavatory 
basins are supplied with hot water by 
means of a separate boiler. 

Foxtsuines.—Floors generally are 
onk-block, except lavatories, which 


THE ASSEMBLY HALL, LOOKING TOWARDS STAGE. 


are floored with 9-in. by 9-in. red 
Staffordshire quarries laid with contin- 
uous joints. The floors of the north 
wing over the dining-hall and the art- 
room are of reinforced concrete. 
Several of the larger classrooms are 
provided with sliding partitions for 
use when smaller rooms are required 
for special purposes. 


The dining-hall and the art-room 
are planned to serve the main school 
as well as the pupils of the prepara- 
tory school, and the assembly and 
dining halls were specially arranged 


THE GIRLS’ LAVATORY 


so that they may be used for public 
entertainments. This involved the 
provision of emergeycy exits. The 
ceiling of the assembly hall is seg- 
mental in form, etal plaster being 
used to assist the acoustics. The 
cloakrooms are equipped with heated 
pipes run under each range of hat- 
and coat-racks. 

The general contractors were 
Messrs. Garsubil, Lid., of Finchley- 
road, N.W.11, who also carried out 
the electrical installation, plastering, 
plumbing, decorations, and other: 
special work. The building cost 
approximately £21,250, inclusive of 
approach roads, paths, fencing, and 
layout of playgrounds, but exclusive 
of the layout of the grounds and 
gardens adjoining. The cost was 
approximately 1s. per foot cube, Sub- 
contractors and suppliers were : Class- 
room windows, Mellowes & Co., Lid. ; 
heating and hot-water installations, 
Richard Whittington & Co., Ltd.; 
reinforced concrete floors, Trussed 
Concrete Steel Co., Ltd.; sliding par- 
titions, Gibbs Bros., and Lucas, Ltd. ; 


- cloakrooms heating, George Hammer & 
* Co.; sanitary fittings, Dent & Hellyer, 


Ltd.; door and window furniture, 
Comyn, Ching & Co., Ltd.; flush 
doors, Gliksten, Ltd.; steelwork, 
Aston Construction Co., Ltd.; and 
gee installation, Gas, Light and Coke 
0. 


HENRIETTA BARNETT 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL. 


MR. J. C. S. SOUTAR, F.R.LB.A., 
ARCHITECT. 
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EMERGENCY SHOPS, COVENTRY 
MR. D. E. E. GIBSON, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., CITY ARCHITECT. 


THESE TEMPORARY SHOPS, DESIGNED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF 
the “‘ blitzed” city, are built up of light timber in con- 
junction with asbestos-cement sheeting. Floors are 6-in. 
concrete on 4-in. hardcore, walls 4 by 2-in. studding 
covered externally with corrugated sheets and internally 
with wallboard. Shops are designed back-to-back, with 
roofs falling toward# the centre line, where they drain 
into a box gutter and are carried on 4 by 4-in. timber 
posts. Corrugated sheet laid on 4 by 2-in. purlins 


carried by 8 by 4 in. timber beams carry the roof. For 
the sign fascias ‘‘ Poilite’’ flat sheets were employed, 
with ‘‘ Everite”’ gutters and rainwater pipes. All 
asbestos-cement goods were supplied by Turner's Asbestos 
Cement Company, of Trafford Park, Manchester. The 
smaller shops cost approximately £200 each, and the 
larger £300. The contractors were Messrs. T. Bates and 
Sons, Ltd., Coventry. 
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THE NEED FOR NEW BUILDING BY-LAWS 


THE BUILDER 


AN ESSENTIAL STEP FOR PHYSICAL RECONSTRUCTION.—3 


ALFRED H. BARNES, 
MAStruct.E., and C. 
M.B.E., Barrister-at-Law. 


ADDITIONAL BY-LAWS. 


Tue usual method of revision by bring- 
ing existing by-laws up to date has the 
disadvantage that the desirability of con- 
trolling things previously uncontrolled 
js apt to escape notice except in circum- 
stances where some new method or 
materia! of major importance (such as re- 
inforced concrete) attracts attention by 
reason of its being accidentally taboo by 
the specific by-laws. 

It is recommended, .therefore,. that in 
making new by-laws, the chain of control 
be carefully examined with a view to 
locating missing links. 

Probably the most obvious gap in this 
chain of control is one for which the trite 
saying “‘ There’s a war on”’ serves not as 
an excuse, but a condemnation. ‘“ The 
law’s delays,” such as nearly drove 
Hamlet to suicide—are exemplified again 
by the absence of any by-laws or regula- 
tions requiring the provision of air-raid 
shelter in new buildings. That the 
necessity for defence against air attack 
was appreciated even before the war is 
apparent in the provisions of the Air-Raid 
Precautions Act, 1937, in respect of the 
general protection of the public. 

We must thank the imminence of the 
war, however, for procuring the birth of 
the Civil Defence Act, 1939—actually 
before the conflict had begun. 

Part II of this Act permits local 
authorities to commandeer existing build- 
ings, in whole or part, for the provision of 
public shelter. Strangely enough, the Act 
does not appear to contemplate the possi- 
bility of new buildings in.this regard, for 
there is no provision for dealing with 
buildings in the planning stage. Under 
the Act, therefore, a building must first be 
in material existence before the local 
authority can exercjse its powers, when 
the authority can require such alterations 
to the structure as may be necessary to 
adapt it for the purpose of public shelter. 

Section 13 of the Act empowers the 
appropriate Minister to issue a Code 
(which he may revise from time to time) 
specifying requirements and giving advice 
with regard to the provision of shelter 
in existing factory premises, factories, 
Mines and commercial buildings where 
more than 50 are employed. (Apparently 
where less than 50 are employed, their 
safety receives no consideration.) 

This resulted in a revision of a Code 
already made under the Act of 19387. The 
revised Code was brought into operation 
on August 14, 1939, a month after the 
signing of the present Act. It bears the 
evidence of hurried preparation, but with 
the exception of one or two minor amend- 
ments, it has not yet been revised. 

Section 33 of the Act itself empowers 
the Minister (“ after consultation with 
such persons having professional or other 
Special qualifications as he thinks fit ’’) to 
Make Regulations to observed in the 
construction of new buildings of any class 
that he may specify, with a view to their 
being rendered less vulnerable to air raids 
and also to the provision of protection for 
their occupants. Section 81 (2) augments 
these powers to the extent of exempting 
Works done under such regulations from 
the “:equirements or restrictions-imposed 
by, or under, amy enactment, as to the 
oo. placing or making of buildings, 


The regulations so made are to be ad- 
Minist-red by the local authorities in the 


F.R.1.B.A., 
woobs, 


same way as if they constituted’ parts of 
the local building be-lews, and ultimately 
they probably will be actually so amalga- 
mated—if and when they are made. 

The fact that the outlook for existence 
after the war is somewhat obseured by 
our present war obsession is merely 
symptomatic, and though regrettable is 
understandable. But one might reason- 
ably have expected that any loss of 
mental balance on that side of the scales 
would have added weight to the apparent 
necessity for air-raid precautions in rela- 
tion to all buildings, whether old or new— 
whether built now or later. Nevertheless, 
it is two years since Parliament endowed 
the Minister with powers to make such 
regulations—“ after ‘consultation with 
such persons having professional or other 
special qualifications as he thinks fit ”— 
and still there are no such building regu- 
lations. Whether the omission is due to 
the Ministry or to the persons (if any) 
that have been “ thought fit,” the fact re- 
mains that not only is building going on 
without mandatory control in the two re- 
spects named in the Act, but there has not 
even been the “guidance” such ag has 
been afforded with respect to .existing 
buildings in the second part of the Code 
made under Section 13 and the various 
domestic handbooks for the occupants of 
existing buildings. 

Without any inkling of what may be re- 
quired in the regulations for new build- 
ings beyond such things as might be in- 
ferred from the adaptations mentioned in 
the Code and the handbooks named, it 
would be indeed optimistic to hope that 
the various housing schemes and other 
works now in hand will be in compliance 
with the future regulations or by-laws 
when they are made. Indeed, it might be 
said the only chance of such an oceur- 
rence would be to make the law comply 
with the buildings—a reversal of order not 
without precedent. 

Here, then, is an example of additional 
by-laws already clamouring at the gate. 

Another consideration greatly overdue is 
the question whether the by-laws ag they 
stand are sufficient to ensure that all 
buildings comply with them. New build- 
ings and alterations, whether structural or 
by virtue of change of user, are normally 
controlled during the actual construction, 
but this in itself is not sufficient to pre- 
vent the air-bricks afterwards being 
covered with a rockery or a flat roof being 
stacked with combustible material. 

It might be said that control of occupied 
buildings would involve the right of entry 
by the surveyor, and that this would ‘be 
objectionable. But right of entry is exer- 
cised by gas inspectors and water com- 
panies’ inspectors, and recently, under 
an Order of the Ministry of Home ‘Secur- 
ity, local authorities inspected roof spaces, 
and there appeared to be no resentment. 

Many details of construction also may 
present themselves for consideration. The 
gas service, for example, may be regarded 
as dangerous to health if not properly in- 
stalled. The same may be said of electri- 
eal installations and, in addition, faulty 
wiring may constitute a definite fire 
hazard. Dampness, which is carefully 
guarded against in many ways, may result 
from faulty pipes and, if under a floor or 
in some other hidden position, may go on 
without discovery. There is also the 
annual curse resulting from frost which 
could be so easily and economically _pre- 
vented by the provision of simple safe- 


Care is taken to prevent damp rising 


from the ground, but there is, as yet, no 


‘for uniformity, 
avowedly designed to afford an oppor-~ 


Sm agmatine, 


requirement to prevent the e 

of dampness ing on the chimney 
breast when the stack emerges near the 
“peed onde ‘ pele oth aa 
“< ”” to a a to 
prevent this defect, but there is no by-law 
requiring such a precaution. 


and p other items 
i arise for di m if the task of by- 
aw-making be entered upon ab origine 
with the object. of placing ing control 


uppers. : . 

UNIFORMITY OF BUILDING LAWS. 

Under present conditions, the making 
of building by-laws is a function of the 
separate local authorities and, although 
the issue of a standard in the form of 
‘* Model By-laws’ and the powers vested 
in the Minister of Health tend to make 
the whole system is 


tunity to local authorities to formulate 

their by-laws in the manner most suited 

to local conditions, while London has a 

= unto itself in the London Building 
ct. 

On the surface this arrangement may 
appear to have something to recommend 
it, but in practice the diversity of re- 
quirements is, it is submitted, quite un- 
necessary and, moreover, is the occasion 
of considerable confusion. The lawa of 
nature relative to stability, health and 
the prevention of fire are universally 
uniform. The only possible variants are 
those due to local conditions (such as 
low-lying land), and it is difficult to con- 
ceive of any such which could not be 
covered by by-laws so drawn as to be 
applicable to all cases. 

Diversities in by-laws may result in 
certain building requirements being 
applicable to one district, and not 
observed in the next. In some cases the 
boundary may be a road, so that the 
constructor is prohibited from doing 
certain things on one side of the road 
which are legally permissible in the 
building opposite. 

In view of the fact that after the war 
building economies will no longer be a 
matter for the whim of each local autho- 
rity, but a vital national necessity—as 
general in its own way as is the present 
war effort—the coming epoch should be 
utilised for the unifying of the building 
laws in a single national code. 


ADMINISTRATION. 


Section 61 of the Public Health Act, 
1936, empowers the local authority to 
include in their by-laws provisions in 
respect of giving “ notice”’ of proposal 
to build. 

Section 64 of the Act makes it incum- 
bent on the local authority to approve 
the proposal if in compliance with the 
by-laws and, if not, to reject it. 

The giving of “ notice” as required by 
Section 61 is a reasonable procedure and 
necessary to the administration of the 
by-lawa to facilitate supervision; but 
Section 64 indicates that something more 
than a “ notice” is required, and what 
is really meant is an “ application ’’ for 
permission to build. Sub-section (4) indi- 
cates that approval or disapproval of 
such application may not be communi- 
cated for five weeks from the delivery 
of the application. : 

In consideration of the doubtful import 

by-laws, such 
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assumed that if and when a practicable 
code of buildimg has been evolved, with 
certain unavoidable exceptions, the re- 
quirements will be definite and explicit, 
and anyone contemplating building will 
know what he maybe entitled to do. In 
<uch cireumstances it appears a futile 
waste of time te hold up the work for 
five weeks while the builder makes appli- 
cation for permission to perform an act 
which the law entitles him to perform. 

The procedure adopted in the London 
area is such that the buikder gives notice 
to the District Surveyor and immediately 
proceeds to act on his legal rights. It is 
only where a modification or waiver is 
required, or where matters are concerned 
which ere such as cannot be dealt with 
by by-law and must be left to the-dis- 
cretion of the Council, that any appli- 
cation is necessary. 

No reason is seen why this direct and 
expeditious procedure should not be 
extended to the reat of the country. 

Another apparently needless impedi- 


ment to building is suggested by Sub-- 


section (3) of Section 64, which provides 
an appeal with reference to any dispute 
between the applicant and the local 
authority on the subject of an appli- 
cation, but withholds that right in the 
event of the proposed work having been 
“ substantially commenced.” 

This procedure would permit of a local 
authority (acting on the advice of a pos- 
sibly contentious surveyor) holding up 
the work until the question was settled 
notwithstanding the fact that the subject 
of the dispute might be something which 
would normally occur late in the execu- 
tion of the work. . There is-no apparent 
reason why the builder should not. pro- 
ceed with the work at his own risk where 
he is convinced of the rightfulness of his 
cause, without forfeiting his right of 
appeal. 

The appeal is to a “‘ court of summary 
jurisdiction.”’ In this the Act follows the 
precedent of previous Acts (including the 
London Building Acta): It has long been 
felt—even in normal times—that while 
such @ court. may be eminently appro- 
priate to such gases as larceny or motor- 
ing offences, it is most unsatisfactory that 
highly technical controversies, such as 
those related to building law, should be 
subject to the decision of a layman to 
whom much of the phraseology of the 
by-laws muat be. foreign. 

In the prospective circumstances, it is 
suggested, all appeals relative to building 
should be te a properly constituted 
tribunal, where the cases would be heard 
by persons duly qualified by their own 
personal knowledge of building practice 
to grasp the problems presented. 


THE MAKING OF BUILDING LAWS. 


Building law is a stone of many facets, 
and its colour varies with the angle from 
which it is viewed. To the architect, to 
the engineer, to the scientist, to the 
builder, to the lawyer, to the adminis- 
trator, it appears in a different light— 
nevertheless, the hue that it bears is an 
essential part of the whole spectrum. It. 
is largely to the neglect of this fact that 
our present building laws owe. their 
defects. 

In the past the making of the building 
laws hes been the lot of the adminis 
trator, and although the main object— 
safety—has been achieved to a great 
extent (though still not entirely), it has 
been only natural that the authors in 
regarding the task of securing safety 
from their own point of view would not 
be likely to maintain the balance of 
essentials in the same way as wouki have 
been the case had their normal avoca- 
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tjon not. been concerned so completely 


with that aim. ; i 
That. the public safety is the raison 


d’étre of building control is incontro- — 


vertible. Were safety the only considera- 
tion, and if nothing else mattered, the 
making of building by-laws would be a 
simple. task, and the manacling of 
methods and: materials by specification, 
the control of fragmentary and meaning- 
less factors, redundant by-laws, and the 
requirement of things of unknown value 
—any errors in fact would be of little 
consequence provided the error were “on 
the safe side.” 

The last revisions, resulting in the 
Model By-laws, 1937, and the L.C.C. By- 
laws, 1937, were a great advance in this 
regard on previous efforts, inasmuch as 
advisory committees were consulted and 
“ objections *’ heard; nevertheless, the 
final decision in all things was the prero- 
gative of the Minister of Health, presum- 
ably on the advice of his technical 
advisers, who in turn are administrative 
specialists, not entirely without some 
natural bias. é 

It would greatly enhance the prospect 
of a satisfactory building code if a 
thoroughly representative council were 


set up, not merely to advise, but to make. 


by-laws; such council being formed on 
the model of the committees of the 
British Standards Institution on which 
all interests are represented. 

It is the practice of the British Stan- 
dards Institution, when a committee is 
set up for the purpose of formulating a 
Standard ‘Specification, to regard the 
committee as a permanent body for the 
purpose of their particular standardisa- 
tion, and the specification when published 
as the basis of revision, and each subse- 
quent edition as a milestone on the path 
of a_continuous work which is then kept 
abreast of the times. 

It is submitted that a similar course 
should be adopted in the standardisation 
of building law, in order that it might 
keep pace with the arts, sciences and the 
economics of building, and so safeguard 
the public safety with the utmost effici- 
ency and with the least sacrifices in the 
other interests involved. 

The most optimistic legislators would 
not expect to draft a flawless building 
code, and even were such a counsel of 
perfection achieved, the ever-accelerated 
progress of building art and science would 
early leave it obsolete in one particular 
or another, almost before the seal was 
affixed. 

The task of revising by-laws has gener- 
ally been regarded as a finite operation 
beginning with the by-laws existing at 
the time and ending with a seal and a 


date—the latter often being fixed (as ‘in 


the case of the present Model By-laws) 
before the work has commenced. The 
advisory committee, and any others con- 
cerned in the work, are then disbanded, 
and they depart with the feeling of “some- 
thing attempted, something done,” though 
even then there must surely be a suspi- 
cion that it is not the be-all and end-all 
of the making of by-laws—that it might 
have been more complete had the date 
for completion been later. There are hints 
of this actually expressed in the Memo- 
randum to the Model By-laws and in the 
Foreword to the “ Construction of Build- 
ings in London.” In fact, the making of 
building by-laws is not a job of work 
begun and ended like the erection of a 
building; but rather, like the painting of 
the Tay Bridge, it should be a continuous 
operation. 

In consideration of the importance of 
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ficiency in rk | law to the effective 
mbination of with economy and 
in the strenuous years befor: the 

ion, it may be deemed expedient to 
place the onus of this work on a perma. 

British Standards committees, but to the 

appropriate scale), whieh would con<titute 

practically a national building parliament 
comprising all the relevant interesis— 
structural, scientific, esthetic, commercial 

.economic, legal, and administrative. 

The functions of such a body would be- 

(1)"To formulate a sound national! | uild- 
ing .code suitable to the times and 
conditions ; ' 

(2) To constitute the central authority 
(under Parliament) for its adminis- 
tration ; 

(3) To adjust and revise the require- 
ments of the rg from time to time 
in the light of experience ; 

(4) To organise local tribunals of appeal: 

(5) To operate as a higher court of 
appeal in cases involving questions 
of principle; 

(6) To act as a liaison between the 
various interests (¢.g., between prac- 
tical building and scientific research 
—a much-needed bridge). . 

The setting up’ of such a piece of legis- 
lative machinery may appear a formidable 
task, and the suggestion will be met with 
the slogan “ There’s a war on!” But the 
war will end sooner or later—perhaps 
sooner than we expect—and woe to u- as 
a nation if we are as unprepared for peace 
as we were in 1919. 

The nation is calling for man-power 
for work of national importance. Here is 
work of importance which will presently 
be of dire necessity. There are many men 
whose normal avocations cannot be 
followed under war conditions, including 
eminent architects, engineers, scientists. 
builders, lawyers—men whose ability and 
qualifications render them ideally suitable 
in combination for the work suggested— 
‘who are even now engaged sporadically 
on this vital work—individually and in 
self-constituted committees and councils. 
All that is necessary is organisation. 

. Their country needs them. Cannot some 
voice arouse the nation from its war- 
stupor sufficiently to open the door and 
let them “ go to it” ? 

(Concluded.) 


EMERGENCY INQUIRY 
BUREAU 
Fencing of Public Cemeteries. 

Sir,—/s vit’ legally binding, through any 
Public Health or Burial Board Act, 0 ° 
local authority to erect and/or mamta © 
fence or railings at least 7 ft. high rowed a 

public cemetery under their ee ‘ 


the Ceme 


A correspondent writes : Under wag 


teries Clauses Act, 1847, every ‘fae 
cemetery is to be enclosed by walls or °°)’ 
sufficient fences of the ( mate! ia ‘ 
and dimensions stated in the special Act (> 
stituting the cemetery; and, if no mate: “I 
or dimensions are ed. in the Den 
Act, then by substantial walls or iron oa “ 
of the height of 8 ft. at least. But it srou'’ 
be particularly noted that this provision “ nee 
not apply to a burial poms 1379 
the Public Health (Interments) Act. ° eo 
(See Section 10 of the Burial Act, 1900.) 
is obvious that in the first instance above. od 
fence, when once erected, must be maintai°”. 

Wor Repairs and Builders’ Profit. — 

Sm,—What is a reasonable percentay = 
profit to add to prime cost of executmg "''* 
to war- buildings? 

The London Master Bank 
recommends a figure"of 125 
rity work, and might well be 1 
for repairs privately executed. 








Avgust 29 1941 


THE BUILDER 


NATIONAL EXPENDITURE 


GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS’ REPLIES TO SELECT COMMITTEE'S 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 


Tue 18th Report* from the Select Com- 
mittee on National Expenditure, Session 
1940-41, publishes in the form of Appen- 
dices the invited comments of Govern- 
ment Departments upon recommenda- 
tions made by the Select Committee and 
contained in Reports [7-XTI and XIII of 
the present session. Following. are ex- 
tracts from sueh of those of the comments 
a: affect the building industry. 


A ix 5. (Fifth Report on ‘ Militia 
i February 25, 1941.~ 


See “The Builder,” March 14, 1941.) 
Memorandum by the War Office, dated 
june 25, 1941. 

Figures.—By an inference which connects 
two groups of figures given in the Report, 
the public Presé# hag arrived at the conclu- 
sion that the militia camps cost £80 million. 
“This, of course, is far from being the case ; 
and it is unfortunate that it should have 
‘been possible so to interpret the Committee's 
Report. ‘ 

; The actual original estimate of the cost 
of the camps for 35,000 militia was some £5) 
million. Later it was found that 50,000 
militia had te a¢commodated in camps in 
1939, and the corresponding estimate for this 
number was £74 million. The actual -final 
cost of the militia camps was some £16 
million. 

“The reasons for the difference between 
original estimate and outcome are, broadly, 
the following : (2) An underestimate by the 
‘War Office of the cost on the data available 
at the time. Excesses were caused by (i) 
loss through exceptionally bad weather; (ii) 
overtime and increase in wage rates ; (iii) use 
ef unusual numbers of workmen to ensure 
speed; (iv) rise in price of materials ; (v) 
premature occupation of the camps by troops, 
which interfered with completion. (6) Cost 
of erection of temporary camps in addition 
to hutting requirements. (c) Expenditure on 
additional building of which the requirements 
were not known at-the outset.”’ 

The Memorandum states that the figures 
given in the Select Committee's appendix to 
the Fifth Report relate to five militia camps 
executed by one contractor. “‘It is to be 
noted that in the Appendix no part of the 
cost hag been assigned to wasteful expendi- 
ture, but only to increases in works and in- 
creased cost of labour and materials and bad 
weather.”’ ; 

Forms of Contract and Centrdlisation of 
Contracts in the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings.—* The War Office agree with the 
Committee that the use of this form of con- 
tract [the “‘ cost plus fee ’’} is to be avoided, 
and the War ce have as much as any 
Department endeavoured to avoid it. But 
experience seems to confirm the view which 
the War Office took, with concurrence of the 
Treasury, in the case of the militia camps, 
that such avoidance is not always practicable. 
‘“As regards the suggestion that the Ministry 
of Works and Buildings should deal with 
building contracts, a considerable amount of 
current work in camps and similar work Js 
leing undertaken by that Ministry on behalf 
of the War Department, and the future rela- 
tionship between the two Departments will 
he more precisely settled in the light of ex- 
perience. 

E'stimating.—The Select Committee re- 
ferred to faulty estimating and factors left 
out. ‘¥t°is true,’ state the War Office. 
‘that estimates given were greatly exceeded, 
but the factors enumerated by the Committee 
as those left out are almost entirely those 
which were anknown or had not been 
encountered when the estimates had been 
framed... . -¥f estimates had been fixed 
with the full knowledge available after the 
event. it would nevertheless have been neces- 
sary to carry ont the service.” 

Supervision, Planning and Specifications.— 


* i. M. Stationery Office. 1s. net. 








*1¢ certainly seemed to the War Office at 
the time, in the absence of sufficient trained 
staff to supervise building of the camps, that 
reasonable precautions were taken in point- 
ing for this purpose firms of cnniide sur- 
veyors recommended by the profession. It 
ig not altogether clear whether the Commit- 
tee intended to make a general criticism of 
surveyors as unsuitable for the work en- 
trusted to them or whethef they wished to 
make particular criticism of the way in 
which the work was performed. It would 
admittedly have been desirable to have had 
available, in addition to the surveyors, 
trained military engineer staff, but unfortu- 
—_ such staff was not available.” 
Selection of Sites—‘‘ The Committee draw 
attention to the fact that contractors were 
expected : (a) to commence work on virgin 
ground, and (+) to make surveys and contour 
plans and layout buildings. here is, how- 
ever, nothing abnormal in (a). As regards 


(6), the contractors, owing to the lack of ” 


time for preliminaries, had in fact to carry 
out work which is normally done by others, 
but there was nothing to prevent, and indeed 
they were expected to provide for, the em- 
ployment of appropriate staff for the purpose. 
Conclusions.—‘‘It is not clear from the 
Committee’s report what procedure they con- 
sider should have been adopted for the con- 
struction of the militia camps in the light of 
the sudden Government decision to introduce 
conscription. But at a time when it was 
hoped by this measure to lessen the chances 
of war and to increase the country’s pre- 
paredness for it, the War Office were -bound 
to adopt such a course ag on its face gave 
promise of the speediest results. At the same 
time, while the War Office is not im agree- 
ment with some of the views expressed in 
the Report, it would desire to emphasise the 
fact that it has endeavoured to profit by the 
experience of the militia camps and to effect 
improvements in organisation and procedure 
which will make it easier to meet heavy and 
unexpected demands such as those to which 
the militia camps gave rise. As the Com- 
mittee is aware, the Jameson Committee have 
for some time past been advising on building 
questions, and have made many useful recom- 
mendations which have been adopted. And. 
quite recently, a new appointment, that of 
Controller General of Military Works Ser- 
vices, has been created; the holder of this 
appointment, Major-General C. J; 8S. King, is 
directly responsible to the Secretary of State, 
and... will work in close touch with the 
Jameson Committee. . . .” 
SE a 
Appendix 7. (Seventh Report on Con- 
i Presented February 


See “The Builder,” April 4. 
imistry of 


Unification of Control.—* The Ministry 
appreciate the point made by the Committee 
that the lack of a unified site control over 
large-scale constructional work might -open 
the door to disorganisation. Steps had, in 
fact, already been taken to meet this, and on 
all large constructional schemes under the 
supervision of the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings there is now an officer in complete 
charge of each work with defimite — 
bility for the co-ordination of the work and 
the programming and progressing of the work 
as a whole.” 

Necessity for Time and Progress Schedules. 
_“ The Ministry recognise the necessity for 
adequate arrangements (both local and cen- 
tral) for ensuring 
eos to watch and regulate builc opera- 
tions adequately. Apart from the instructions 

i to the local control officers, 


ven 
peer te have been made for secur 
more intensive supervision over the : 
and construction of all building schemes. 
‘Arrangements have also been made for pr 
rials and plant on a commercial basis, , as sug: 
gested by the Select Committee. 


that everythi is 








obtain owing to the of : 
Appendix 9. (Ninth Report, * Selec-. 
tion, Acquisition and Coasieusiion of Aaa 


Presented March 20, 1941. See - 
“ The ." April 11, 1941.) 
foray by the Air Ministry, dated july 31, 
The Air Ministry -heve. considered 


be agreed as early as possible wherever the 
target cost system is in use; and No. 5.—The 
Air Ministry should return at once to the 
practice of letting a contracts 
aerodrome construction w! practicable. 

‘At the beginning of the war the Air 
Ministry was faced: with the problem of con 
structing many aerodromes and other 
works with the utmost rapidity... . 
target cost type of contract was selected as 
offering a ter incentive to economy 
a contract 


as definite 
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gE 
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tion of representative 
se , however, a contract 
of this t has been evolved and introduced 
for Air contracts at the beginaing 
of April, 1941. Price schedules for varying 
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the actual rates paid by the contractor. 
Lamp-sem tenders on this form of contract 
have now been invited for 22 stations, and the 
experience will be closely watched. If the 
experiment proves successful, the necessity 
for target cost contract procedure in the 
future will be greatly reduced.”’ 

In reply to the Select Committee's recom- 
mendation (No. 6), that ‘‘ where target cost 
contracts are employed, efficient supervision 
of contracts during the progress of the work 
is essential,” the Air Ministry “is satisfied 
that the arrangements for the supervision of 
the progress of Air Ministry contracts are 
adequate on the whole. . . . The Committee 
observe that there does not seem to be enough 
inquiry into the most economic management 
of labour and materials on the site; The 
supervisory staff do, in fact, take an equal 

terest in this with the contractor, but the 
matter is primarily the responsibility of the 
latter, and there is a danger that undue inter- 
ference, particularly between a contractor and 
his labour, may generate friction.” 


Appendix 11. (Eleventh Report, on 
. Building Schemes.” Presented 
March 27, 1941. Memorandum by the 
Ministry of Works and Buildings, dated May, 
1941. 

The Ministry of Works and Buildings 
observes that the Sub-Committee [of the 
Select Committee) has found itself unable to 
accept the view put forward by witnesses 
representing the Ministry that the decision 
to limit the call made on the Emergency 


THE BUILDER 


Materials Reserve after the first attack on 
Coventry on the night of November 13-14 last 
was wise. It will be recollected that the 
Coventry Reserve stockist’s premises were 
destroyed and his stock with them. Ad- 
mnittedly the machinery of the Reserve could 
have been put into motion and stocks brought 
in from a number of stockists in surrounding 
towns. The view taken by the Department's 
representatives in Coventry at the time was 
that the mobilisation of the whole resources of 
the Emergency Reserve in these towns would 
have gone only a very little way to deal with 
the unexpected magnitude of the requirements 
which confronted them in Coventry. The 
Ministry's representatives accordingly decided 
that the most effective way to meet ire- 
ments of materials in Coventry would be to 
order stocks to be sent from manufacturers.”’ 

In support of this contention the Ministry 
draw attention to a report by the Director of 
Emergenc Repairs, which concludes: 
- Generale speaking, I am very much against 
the policy of drawing on these local stocks 
of other towns, partly because local authori- 
ties and local reconstruction panels get to hear 
about it and get restive because they see their 
margin being reduced, but primarily because 
there is always the chance of these other 
towns becoming the subject of attack, when 
we should find ourselves without the emer- 
gency stores which have been specially pro- 
vided to take care of such circumstances. I 
am sure that this is the safest, the best way 
of handling this problem.”’ 


WAR-DAMAGED: TOWNS 


CONTROL OF REPAIRS. 


Tae War Damage Commission issued in the 
London Gatette o August 19 a notice which 
affects the whole of the following areas : 
City and County of London ; the Cities of Bir- 
mingham, Bristol, Coventry, Hull, Liverpool, 
Plymouth, Salford and Sheffield; the County 
Boroughs of Bootle, Birkenhead, Southamp- 
ton, Swansea and Wallasey; and the Borough 
of Gosport. 

The notice is issued under tion 7 (2) 
of the War Damage Act, 1941, whereby pro- 
vision is made for securing that the making 
of payments by the Commission in respect of 
war damage shall have regard to the public 
interest. The publication of the notice in the 
(Jazette is therefore of great importance to all 
those with interests in war-damaged property, 
and particularly to those professionally con- 
cerned with work on such pi ies, since 
upon them must, in practice, fall the respon- 
sibility, on behalf of their clients, for seeing 
that the requirements of the Act are complied 
with. 

The effect of the notice is that any person 
proposing to execute works of war damage 
repair in the area where the total ultimate 
cost will be more than £1,000, or ten times 
the net annual value of the hereditament, 
whichever is the less, must first inform the 
Commission. That body in its turn will con- 
sult the appropriate Local and Planning 
Authorities to ascertain whether the carryin 
out of the proposed works would conform wi 
their intentions regarding replanning and 
other public interests. The price limits laid 
down will be strictly enforced, and the 
incurring of a larger expenditure than that 
named without prior notification to the Com- 
mission will render the person doing such. 
works liable to forfeit the right to yment 
by the Commission. If, fi 2 dood ‘a is a 
doubt whether the figure named will be ex- 
ceeded, the proposed work should be notified 
to the Commission. 

Power is given to the Commission in such 
cases to impose requirements as to the nature 
of works, the materials to be used, and the 
time for their execution, and it may 
a cost of works payment into a value (or total 
loss) payment in cases where restoration 
of a building would be contrary to the public 
interest. In the case of ar yg, abit tg 
been totally destro the issi is 
already empowered by the Act, without the 
previous publication of notices in the Gazette, 
to attach conditions to the payments * 
in order that ‘the public interest may 
observed. The conferred 

Commission by the Act are i 

war damage, 


in direct relation to and 


action which it has now notified is not to be 
confused with any steps which may be taken 
with regard to ‘‘ reconstruction areas,”’ as 
recommended in the Uthwatt Report, or with 
any measures decided upon by the authorities 
responsible for short- or long-term planning. 


An Explanatory Statement. 


Mr. A. M. Trustrram Eve, K.C., Chairman - 


of the War Damage ission, in a state- 
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ment on August 19, said that i 
I 4 “7 ‘ot the 2 saree 
its determination that 


~Bbganiom by 

t payments in respect of war e 
shall be executed in conformity with 1. 
public interest in respect of a number of con. 
siderations. Among those considerations js 
town and country ing and the preserva. 
tion of amenities. The ad now 
given that direction. 

“The War Damage Commission,” added 
the Chairman, “‘ is not a ing authority. 
There is to be comprehensive legislation deai. 
ing with the whole subject of planning, and 
that work will be put into the appropriate 
hands. Where the Commission comes in is 
with the power given it to act as a stopper 
against individual attempts at bad planning 
being set on foot before the authorities con. 
cerned with good planning have had a chance 
to perfect their schemes, and carry them into 
operation. 

“‘ Generally speaking, there are two types 
of payment to be made by the ission— 
the cost of works payment, which is the sum 
for making good a_ building but 
repairable; and a value t in the case 
of a building so that it can only be 
regarded as a total loss. The Local Authority 
of a ‘ blitzed’ town will look at its damage 
and decide that, in parts of the town at least, 
what has hap is so severe that it presents 
an opportunity for replanning. It is, of 
course, anxious that nothing shall be done in 
the way of large repairs or rebuilding within 
its area which might prejudice that oppor- 
tunity. Accordingly it can notify the War 
ee Commission that it desires the powers 
given by Section 7 to be applied either to the 
whole or to selected parts of its area, or else 
to certain classes of property or certain 
classes of works in its area. If the Com- 
mission decides that it will act under the 
Section it has to publish a notice in the 
London Gazette to the effect that either the 
area or the class of works or property has been 
specified.’ The list of 16 areas now published 
is a first instalment only. 

“‘ There are certain other powers of import- 
ance under which the Commission may stand 
as a bulwark between the public interest and 
haphazard rebuilding. I give you one or two 
illustrations. It is certain that in every town 
where there are areas of a fair size razed to the 
ground the Local Authorities will want to 
rebuild. The Commission can help them a 

t deal. It may be that one or two partly 
see but quite repairable buildings survive 
in an otherwise destroyed street. It does not 
accord with the new plan for that street that 
they should be repaired, so, instead of paying 
for their repair, a value payment will be made, 
and possibly with that payment entirely new 
premises could be put up to accord with the 


** Conversely, it might be desirable that a 
building which would normally attract a value 
payment, being a total loss, should be 
re-erected pretty much as it was before. In 
that case the Commission could treat it as 4 
repairable case and pay the actual cost of the 
work. It might be that a damaged, but repair- 
able, five-storey building would only accord 
with the plan if restored as a four-storey 
building. In that case the Commission can 
pay for restoration of the four-storey building, 
and make the owner an additional payment in 
lieu of the cost of restoring that fifth storey. 
A further important power is that payment 
can be made on condition that the building 
shall be re-erected only on some other site. 
“Serious Waste of Millions” Dispute. 

The following appeared in the Hveniny 
Standard on August 19: ‘ All members of 
Air Sub-Committee of Parliamentary Select 
Committee on National Expenditure resigned 
to-day as protest against decision by full com- 
mittee (majority of one) not to submit to Par- 
liament sub-committee’s report on ‘ serious 
waste of millions of public money.’ Sub-com- 
mittee members are Sir Adam Maitland (Con.. 
tog = Cc. G. — Soc., ~_ 
berwell), Mr. F. Higgs (Nati Conserva- 
tive, Birmi est), and Mr. William 
Leach (Soc., Central).”” 
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For some contracts still Chom but not inchuded in this list, see previous isn Prawn wh de cal 


are advertised in this 


BUILDING. 


SEPTEMBER. 4. 

Leeds T.C.—Works on various properties. 
W. Jones, Director of Public Assistance, 11, 
South Parade. 

Rochdale €.B.—Alterations and additions 
to first-aid post, Watkin-st. Boro. Sur, 


SEPTEMBER 5. 

East Barnet U.D.C. Construction of 18 sur- 
face shelters. C. M. Barnes, Eng. and Sur. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Edinburgh.—Concrete horn tower and 
other work at Dunnet Head lighthouse. 
John Oswald, M.Inst.C.E., Eng. to the Com- 
missioners, 84, George-st., Edinburgh. Dep. 


2s 
SEPTEMBER 6. 
Newbury T.C.—Construction of pump-house 
and engine foundations. Boro. Sur. and 


Water Eng. 
SEPTEMBER 8. 
iford F.€.—Two dormitory 
A.R.P. depot. L.  £. . Reynolds, 
M.Inst.C.E., Boro’ Eng. Dep. £3 3s. 
Nuneaton 17.C.—Works at  Queen’s-rd. 
school for British Restaurant. R. C. Moon, 
Boro’ Sur. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 9. 

Chester C.C.—Alterations to premises for 
conversion into publie cleansing station. 
W. Arnold Batty, (A.), County A.R.P. Archi- 
tect, 13, Sandy-la., Chester. ‘ 


SEPTEMBER 10. 
Abertillery U.D.C.—Twelve surface brick 
shelters. A. Gordon Jones, Eng. and Sur. 
Dep. £1 Is. 


blocks at 


4 . i aoe 11. ‘ 
tourbridge T.C.—Garage, etc., Birming- 
ham-st. depot. G. N, Maynard, Boro. Eng. 


and Sur. 
SEPTEMBER 12. 
Board of Health and P.A.— 


Galway 
A. E. Smith, 19, Upper 


Maternity hospital. 
Merrion-st.,- Dublin. 


SEPTEMBER 13. 
Romford T.C.—Strengthening 36 brick sur- 
face shelters. C. G. Alderton, A.M.Inst.C.E., 
Boro’ Eng. and-Sur. Dep. £1 Is. 


SEPTEMBER 17. 
Co. Durham E.C.—Out-offices at Bearpark 
school. F. Willey, 34, Old Elvet, Durham. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 


SEPTEMBER 2. 

Colwyn Bay T.C.—Joinery fittings and 
drains for British Restaurant N. 8. Jeffrey, 
A.M.1.C.E., Boro’ Eng. and Sur. 

Longbenton U.0.C.—External painting of 
&® houses, Annitsford; and 44 houses Seaton 


Burn. Sug. 
SEPTEMBER 3. 

Luton 1.C.—External painting Waller-st. 
baths. F. Oliver, A.M.Inst.C.E., Boro’ Eng. 
and Sur, 

Wisbech R.D.C.—Exterior painting of % 
houses. T. A, C. March, Housing Sur. 


; SEPTEMBER 5. 
Devizes T.C.—Exterior painting at various 
properties. A, W..Jakeway, Boro’ Sur. 
Glyncorrwg U.D.C.—Painting 87 houses and 
one store. H. Walsh, Eng. and Sur. 
ey 21 Is. 
itford and Launditch R.0.C.—Painting 
52 houses. W. J, Barton, Clerk, The Guiid- 
hall, East Dereham, 


SEPTEMBER 6. 
Oldham C.B8.—External - inting Westwood 


Park Institution: G. E. Hardy, Boro. Eng. 
and Sur. Dep, £1 1s. ‘ 
SEPTEMBER 9. 


Downham R.0.C.—Painting 104 houses. 
. J. Diver, Sur. ~ 


, SEPTEMBER it. 
Liskeard R.D.C.—Painting external wood 
and iron work at houses on various estates. 
G. Rogers, Greenbank-rd. 


‘ SEPTEMBER 13. : 
Middlesbrough C.B.—Exterior painting 983 
creosoting to front 


fences on ‘Martom Banks, keke 
pees on , Wh F 
lam, Ayresouna, Miaka aan Eaves a. 
housing CG. Gorman, Bow. Eng. 


ree ~ 
Arehi‘ect and Sur. Dep. £4 4s. 





tenders: a dagger (ft) denotes closi Pg ae cord 
the person from pork nop no pe oe me 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


SEPTEMBER 22. 
Holland (Lines) C.C.—Demolition of brick 
bridge and construction in ferro-concrete of 
new ones. Wm. A. Rogerson, M.Inst.C.E., 


ogy 3 County Hall, Boston, Lines. 
ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 
WORKS. 
SEPTEMBER 6. 


Ealing T.C.—Construction of fire d 
C. W. Seddon, Boro. Eng. Dep. él. oe 
SEPTEMBER 38. 

Dunstable T.C.—Construction of one con- 
crete and _ brick reservoir. G. Ashton, 
A.M.Inst.C.E., Boro’ Eng. and Sur. 

Surbiton T.C.—Making-up of Cox-la. R. 


Thirlway, M.Inst.M.&Cy.E., Boro’ Eng. 
and Sur, Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 17. 
Hay U.D.C.—Provision and laying of 


approx. 1,200 lineal yards of 3-in. diameter 
spun-iron rising main and for construction 
of pumping station, chlorinator house and 
incidental, works.- R. Trevor Griffiths, Clerk 
to the Conncil, Council Offices, Belle Vue, 
Hay, via Heeford. Dep. £3 3s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 


SEPTEMBER 2, 
*Grantham 8.C.—Temporary Clerk of 
Works. Aubrey C. Malin, T.C., Guildhall, 
SEPTEMBER 5. 
Bootie C.B.—Temporary Quantity Survey- 
ing Assistant. B.E. and 8., Town Hall. 
SEPTEMBER 6. 
Newton-le-Willows U.D.C.—Chief Engi- 
neering Assistant, M. W. Coupe, Clerk o 


the Council. 
SEPTEMBER 8. : 
London.—The Polytechnic, my pe 08 W.1, 
Temporary full-time teachers of Architecture 
Director of Education. 


SEPTEMBER 13. 


* Southampton C.B.—Qualified Clerk of 
Werks (temporary hen erg City 
Architect, The Castle, inehester- 


SEPTEMBER 17. 

*Hayes and Harlington U.0.C.—Tempo- 
rary Architectural Assistant. A. E, Higgins, 
Clerk, Town Hall, Hayes, Middiesex. 

NO DATE. : 

Hammersmith M.B.C.—Temporary Archi- 
tectural Assistant. B.E. and §., Town Hall, 


King-st., W.6. 
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A.R.P. SCHEMES 
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A.F.8. and additions to fire station. 
Plans by A. Boro’. Sur. 

_ Castle —R.D.C, to instal heat- 
ing apparatus communal shel 


H. Moorcroft ton, Chester 
for five 530 brick surface shelters, at 
£1,296 14s. ining 


Darfield. — U.D.C. received approval of 
Technical Adviser to commence 


o~ 3 shelter scheme. Plans by F. Aldred, 
ur. 
Darlington. — T.C. 8 first-aid 
at covered market; additional shelters a 
posed at High School, for E.C. 
F -—U.D.C. to provide decontamina- 
tion centre. Plans by E, K. ‘jollan, Sur. 
Halifax.—T.C. to construct brick and con- 


erete dam. Plans by D. T. Lioyd Jones, 
Boro’ Eng. and Sar. 
Hawarden. — R.D.C, ropose sub-fire 
station. Plans by E. J, } , Sur. 
Hinckley: — U.D.C. approved plans for 
shelter, ri W. H. Abbott and rE shelter, 


Holliers Walks; shelter, .Barwell; shelter, 
Fs sag Bond-st., for T. Jennings and Sons, 
td. 


Hyde. — T.C. to construct a static water 
porage basin. Plans by T. H. Higson, Boro’ 
r. 


Kettering.—R.D.C. propose conversion of 
premises at Weldon for an emergency mor- 
tuary. Plans by 8. Wallis, Sur. 

Lutterworth. — R.D.C. to erect four S0- 
person public shelters. Plans by 5. Ber- 


ridge, Sur. 

Middlesbrough. — Featherstone and Old, 
Middlesbrough, have secured the contract 
for eoncreting Anderson shelters, for T.C. 

Retford. — T.C. approved air raid shelter 
for first-aid post, for Notts C.C. 

Runcorn, — U.D.C. to construct water 
gorage tank. Plans by A. B. Cunningham, 

ur. 


Salford. — TC. propose -cleansing 
station at Irlams-o’-th’- sist dPeoviehont 
of ¢ —k Plans by 
W. A. Walker, Boro’ 

ding. — U.D.C. propose water supply 
Re at £1,950. . 
_ Para T.C. to instal 


in 13 public surface shel- 
ters. —" . C. Busbridge, Boro’ Elec- 


Winsford.—U.D.C. to hen 11 publie 
subties aealiest: tum ta Toe. Ene. 
and Sur. - 

Worksop. — R.D.C. propose the construc- 
tion of six dams. Plans by W. Flint, Sur. 
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Note: Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present i 
The prices of soft woods are for cash on delivery. ” si 
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prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. 
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1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality. 
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Having Secured 
the Contract— | 

What about the 

Steel Scaffolding ? 


SCAFFOLDING 





For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stes! Scaftolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10._ 


Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines). 
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Soft Steel Sheets, CB. and €.A— 
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Gabvanieed Fiat Sheets, CR. and C.A.— 
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Stamped by Met. Water Board. 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from Jume 1. Every endeavour 
is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


CARSTAIRS JUNCTION.—ALreRations.— 

approved for alterations and addi- 

tions to the houses at Lampit Farm-rd., the 

architect being Alexander Y. Richmond, 
Lampit Farm, Carstairs Junction. 

DUNDEE, — KritcHens. — Corporation to 
erect four a ee to plans by 
David MacLay, City hitect. 

GLASGOW .—Buitpine. — Plans approved 
for alterations and extensions at 
Broad-st., Bridgeton. Plans wy George Bos- 
well, 256, West George-st., Blythswood-sq., 
G ow; plans approved for stables, etc., at 
Laidlaw-st., Paisley-rd., for the Scottish 
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Fencing 
and 
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, " Gates 
ee 
For Covernment Contracts and similarly important 


Skilled rectors, first-class materials—in all, 
a dependable service fer urgent contracts. 
Ask for Estimates. STEEL BUNKS can be sup- 
plied in large or small quantities. For quotations 
‘phone Norwich 851 (MAYfair 3674-5) or write 


Boulton & Paul Ltd : 


London: 


46, bran Poe, wi NOFWICH 


ERIN A RL A 


an and * 


_ raised with the 


Wholesale Co-operative Society, Ltd. Corne- 
linus Armour, 95, Morrison-st., Glasgow, 
architect. 
GREENOCK.—Reconstruction.—Plans 
d for reconstruction of premises, 
and Co., Ltd., at £5,000. 
LANARKSHIRE. — Canreen.—Plans ap- 
proved for canteen at Shieldhall Wharf, for 


the ros Produ Ltd. R. Hunter, 22, 
St, Andrew’s-dr., Giffnock, is architect. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Insurance of Commodities in the U.K. 

The Board of Trade have, with the appro 
val of the Treasury, decided that, in respect 
of the period beginning ber 3, 1%41, 
and ending December 2, 1 mee sate a 
premium le under an icy of insur- 
ance aad ow the : SES iaesreas 
Scheme of the War Risks’ Insurance Act, 
1939, Part II, shall continue to be at the 
rate of 7s. 6d. per cent. per month. 


in 
for 


Reghateation of Builders: Position of Joiners 


The ition of joiners and carpenters 
under the “Registration of Builders and 
Civil Engineering Contractors”’ has been 
inistry of Works by Mr. 
Harvey Greenham, of the English 
Joinery Manufacturers’ Association. Mr. 
Charles J. G. Tate, Chief istrar, Ministry 
of Works, now writes to us: “I am to 
advise you that a ruling has been given that 
joiners, carpenters and other manufacturers 
need not be registered- under Defence Regu- 
lation 56A.B., unless they themselves actually 
accept contracts for the installation or ¢'e 
tion of their products.” 

-S. Specifications. 
British Standard for Rot- 
Yarn and 
56), Rot-Proofed 
BS/ARP 57), and Rot- and Water- 
of Jute Canvas (BS/ARP 58) 


P g of 
enabegs { 
dd. each, post free, from 28, Victoria-street, 
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CURRENT AND PROPOSED 


‘NEW BUILDINGS 


Ashington.—U.D.C. to paint 316 houses on 
yarious «states. B. Preeaon, Sur. Contracts 
will be let shortly. 
Ashton-under-Lyne.—T.C. yea to adapt 
mises Old-st. for offices, for Weights and 
easures Depts Plans by A. T. Kemp, Boro’ 


Piewsiey .—Wharneliffe Silkstone Colliery 


Co., Ltd.. propose canteen, 
Batley. — T.C. pro four communal 
centres. Plans by T. Mossop, Boro’ Sur. 


Beeston.—Nottinghamshire E.C. propose 
additions to school buildings, at £2,000. 
Plans by E, W. Roberts (A.), County Archi- 
tect, Shire Hall, Nottingham. 

Blackpool. — T.C. approved plans: work- 
shop, Park-rd., 8. Thomas. 

Blyth.—T .C. to consider plans by the Boro’ 
Eng. for adapting premises as_ restaurants 
and communal centres. 

Bridgnorth,—T.C, to erect publi¢ mortuar 
in recreation ground. Plans by I. Nichol- 
son, Boro’ Sur. 

Chadderton. — U.D.C. to establish British 
Restaurant. Plans by F. W. Pexton, Sur. 

Chesterfield.—T.C.. approved :. canteen to 
works, Brimington-rd.,. Whittington Moor. 

Coventry. — Board of Management of 
Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital have 
received permission to proceed with erection 
of emergency hospital block. 

Croydon.—C.B. pro to extend Adding- 
ton Restaurant, at .—Seheme submitted 
to M.H. for restaurant, Lower Addiscombe- 
rd., at £453. 2 

Erith—Plans submitted for redecoration 
and replanning of canteen at Parsonage, 
Manorway. 

Hereford.—T.C. approved reconstruction of 
shop, St. Owen-st. Plans by C, Booth. 

Hinckley.—U.D.C, approved storage shed, 
Southfield-rd., for Bennett Bros., Ltd.—Tem- 
porary offices, Derby-rd., for F. Robottom. 

Horbury —U.D.C. propose communal feed- 
ing centre. Plans by H. Hillier, Sur.._ 

rlam.—Laneashire Steel Corporation, 
Litd., propose erection of canteen. 

Kettering.—Joint Hospital Board propose 
extensions to Nurses’ Home, Infectious 
Diseases Hospital Plans by Blackwell 
and Storry, architects, Gold-st. chbrs. 

Kidderminster. — T.C. propose conversion 
of Salvation Army citadel for British Res- 


a Plans by J. Haweroft, Boro’ Sur., 
ill-st. 
Leeds. — T.C. to acquire additional pre- 


mises for conversion for British Restaurants. 
Pians by W. 8. Cameron, City Eng. 

Manchester. — T.C. propose repairs to 
publie washhouses. Plans by G. Noe} Hill, 
ity Architect, 

Middlesbrough. — Subject to Government 
consent, T.C. proposes erecting roof at Mar- 
ton Hall, at £4,000. Plans by C: Gorman, 
Boro’ Eng. ? : 

Newcastie —City Council to construct static 
water tanks. ns by J. Solomon, 
City Property Sur.—Lavatories and cloak- 
rooms to be built at works of Parsons and 
€o., Heaton-rd., Neweastle—Hetheringiton 
and Wilson, County Chambers, Newcastle, 
are architects for rébuilding of the “(Goat 
inn,” Westgate-rd., Newcastle. 

Northwich. — R.D.C. propose 
painting of 329 houses, at £1,640. 
wistle, Eng. and Sur., Hartford. . 

Oakengates.—U_.D.C. applying for sanction 
to scheme for erection of additional houses. 
Plans by J. C, Lee,. Housing Manager, 
“Oxford-st. 

Prestwich. — T.C. approved conveniences, 
Clough Works, Gardner-rd. ; 

_ Retford —T.C. approved canteen extension, 
‘Clark's Dyeworks, Ltd. 

Rowley Regis.—T.C. approved: extensions 
to bakery, Didley-rd., oe R, Walton, Ltd. 

Salford.—T.C. submitted plans to M.H. for 
‘adapting two day-rooms at Old People’s 
Homes for day nursery.—T.C. to erect day 
nursery. Hulme-st,, and one in Wellington- 
st.—Adaptation of Greengate Hospital and 
Mursery school for nursery accommodation. 

Skipton. — R.D.C. to erect chlorinating- 
house and construct service reservoir. Plans 
hy A. R xiwell, Eng. 


Spaiding. — UDC. to adapt premises for 
British Restaurant, 
Stockton-on-Tees:—B. of E. peaenees plans 
for central kitehen, for E.C., at £3,000. 
s by A. 8. Knolles, Boro’ Eng. 
Swinton and Pendlebury. —_T.C. proj 
2 houses at Pendlebury. Plans by A. 
Cordwell. Boro’ Sur.—Kecles. and District 
peraiive Society, Ltd., propese recon- 
Struction of Pere tty 
Tynemouth. — T.C. proved revised 
4cheme for 14 emergeney feeding countess, 


external 
J. Birt- 
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Urmston.—U.D.C. 
buildin 
ge Be 

ins —-U.D.C. to ui i 
conversion into British ret agg ben 
by P. Heaton, Sur. 

w op. — Nottinghamshire E.C. to pro- 
ceed with reinstatement of Lincoln-st. 
School. Plans by E. W. Roberts (A.) 
County. Architect, hire Hall, Nottingham: 
~ site in Little fulton: eT 

rexham. -— T.C. propose i 
premises into British haa * 


TENDERS 


The Editor welcomes authentic information 
for this feature from architects, sdrveyors or 
contractors. items should reach 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. not later than 
Tuesday morning. 

Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found under 
“* A.R.P. Schemes.”’ 

* Deno ted. 

t Densien provieionall vy accented. 

+ Denotes paccon ne pene tel aenateees. ; 

i Denotes accepted by Hl. Gcoutimaas de- 

partments. od 

Andover.—Reinforced concrete static fire 
basin, for T.C. R. 8. Offord, Boro. Sur. ;— 


propose conversion of 


* 


Mears Bros. (Contractors), 

Ltd., Sydenham-rd., Lon- 

don, 8.E.26 .. £630 6 6 
W. Bell & Sons (Andover), 

Ltd., Andover ote 476 13 3 
*Sadler & Co., Downside-rd., 

Winchester ; 407 0 O 
F. Beale & Sons, Andover 473 8 O 
Hadsphaltic Construction Co., 

Ltd., Wellington, Shrop- 

shire 590 14 7 


Atherton. — Structural alterations to Bul- 
lough’s Garage, Market-st., for conversion 
into a British Restaurant. F. L. Boydell, 
Sur. : *J. Manley & Sons, Factory-st., Ather- 
ton, nr. Manchester, £896 15s. 

Beverley. — Provision, laying and jointing 
of approx. 5,500 yds. of 3-in. and 5-in. spun 
iron water mains, together with installation 
of valves, hydrants, for R.D.C. G. Palfrey- 
man, Eng.- and Sur.: “Squire W. Swift, 
Portholme Works, Selby, Yorks. 

Blackpool.—Kitchen at Revoe school, for 
E.C. J. Drake, Boro’ Sur.: *J. & R. Fen- 
ton, Caunce-st., Blackpool. 

Chapelhall. — Boundary wall at Catholic 
School : *Robert Paterson & Son, Lid., Air- 
drie, £330. 

Congleton.—Painting work on houses, for 
T.C. J. Hood, Boro’ Sur. : *Direct Labour. 


DONT TENDER 
UNSUCCESSFULLY 





SECURE 
CONTRACTS 


WITH 


THE 
STEEL SCAFFOLDING 


23, GATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY. 


at Church-rd, and Queen’s-rd. for. , 
Leeming. 





"Pheus : Walten-cn-Thames 614 ond 615. 








Barnsley. 
- Darlington.—<Alterations and 
“W. 8. Hutton, Post House Wynd, Dar- 
i x 
Dmitri in , for 
—— Stores : Blade 52, 
‘ orks extensions for Chemical 


sad aati Co., Ltd. : *Dunu & Dunwell, 


Arden-st., i ; 

Darlington.—. i Russell-st., for 

the Lily : “Bussey & A 

ache ar, Dain y & Armstrong, 
— 1 for 

& Ha : *W. 8S. Hatton, Peat tne 


Ww Darlington. 

—Office acne = for J. Tins- 
ley, .: *T. Redgers, Valley-st., Dar- 
1 " 

Erith.—Roof ing work, for T.C. : 


*Permanite, lad iit 3d. 
Glasgow.—Works at schools. John Mac- 


Pa ™ Campbell Soo BI ood, 
Glasgow : School, “Hunter & 
“Chabeere & McGill, Ltd. aname : 
“ee & : Cath- 
bertson School, *James Allan & Son . 
tractors), Ltd., Glasgow; Greenfield 


*Matthew Si & Co., Ltd, Govan; 
Sacred Heart ( ‘School: *Duncan 
Stewart & Co., Lid., G ; Our and 
pe Francis me School, *James 
‘oombe .& Sons, ; John-st. 
‘Secondary, *G. N feiss © a dase Glas- 


gow Prospecthill Belville House), *Brown, 
raser hs Langside ; Springbur " 
School, *Isaac Law, Glasgow. - 
Glasgow.—Painting works at schools. John 
MacNab, 129, Bath-st., Blythswood, Gilas- 


gow, £702 12s. 5d.; 
Govan, *Scott Decorators, Ltd, G 
£741 2s. 3d.; Queen’s Park Secon ¥ 
Battlefield Annexe, “Thomas C€. Watson, 
Glasgow, £900 12s. 3d.; Our Lady and St. 
Margaret's, *James Paul & Sons, Ltd., 
Govan, £719 3s. 9d. 
Guisborough.—Three communal shelters at 
Dimsdale, for U.D.C. F. A. Russell, Sur. :-— 
The Pilki Construction Co.. 
Albert-rd., Middlesbrough .. £388 10 
H. Roberts, Bakelhouse-sq., Guis- « 


wen cat Son, Northgate . 
. B. Gill & ioe 4 
Guisborough veoh oe . OO 0 
W. F.. Richardson. Ormesby 
Bank, a So se (0 
*H. E.. Meadows, Fountain-st., 
Guisborough |... ... 336 0 
Horbury. —. Painting work at house and 


cemetery buildings, for U.D.C. HH. Hillier, 
_: : “H. E. Larrard, Horbury, nr. Wake- 








i additions to 
house, John-st., for Brown's Sawmills, Lid. : 


* 
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€London (Air Ministry}.—(ovtracts placed 
to the value of £500 or over for the week 
ended August 25 :— 

General maintenance work.—J. 
Sen, Lid., Fleetwood. ; 

Building work.—Jas. Longley & Co., Lid, 
Crawley; and B. Whitehouse & Sons, Ltd., 
Edgbaston. ; 

Civil engineering work.—P. Bilton, Ltd., 
Pinner; J. B. Edwards & Co. (Whyteleafe), 
Lid., Kenley; B. Sonley & Co., Ltd., London ; 
and J. Mowlem & Co., Ltd., London. 

Hutting work. —H. C. Janes, Lid., Luton, 

Electrical work.—Edmundson’s Electricity 
Corpn., Cardiff ; Jas. Scott, Dunfermline ; and 
Electrical Installations, Ltd., London. 

GLondon (War Dept.).—Contracts placed 
for week ended Aughst 16 :-— 

Yorks : Miscellaneous works, H. H. Brook 
(Contractors), Litd., Stanley-st. Saw Mills, 
Sowerby Bridge; Matthews & Son (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 11, Railway-st., Marsh-la., 
Leeds 

Yorks : Hutting (erection), W. Birch & 
Sons, LAd., rw, Ai York. 

Lance ; Miscellaneous work, G. Dew & Co., 
Lid., Plato-st., Oldham. 

Caernarvonshire: Miscellaneous works, 
Ashworth Bros., Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay. 

Cambs : Painting work, Geo. Jones & Son, 
27», Charch-st., Kensington, W.8. 

Suffolk: Miscellaneous works, Wm. C. 


Cryer & 


Reade, 70-74, High-st., Aldeburgh. 
4 


MASTER BUILDERS 
IT iS IN YOUR INTEREST 


TO JOIN :— 
| 








FEDERATION OF 
GREATER LONDON 
MASTER BUILDERS 


LTD. (BY GUARANTEE) 


LARGE OR SMALL 
BUILDERS INVITED 


SUBS. £2.2.0 FOR 1941 
ANNUALLY (ANTICIPATED) 
£3.3.0 














WRITE OR "PHONE: 
SECRETARIES, 


23. COMPTON TERRACE, UPPER STREET. 
N.1. 


CAN. 2041/2. 








THE BUILDER 


Suffolk : Hutting (erection), R. G. Carter, 
Lid., Low-rd., Drayton. 

Oxfordshire : Miscellaneous works, W. & 
A. Collison, 32, Britannia-rd., Banbury. 

Wilts : Hutting (erection), Walker (Toot- 
ing), Ltd., Cadnam House, Beddington-la., 
Croydon; E. W. Beard, Ltd., 155, Victoria- 
rd., Swindon. 

Wilts : Miscellaneous work, A. J. Dun- 
ning & Sons, Weyhill, Hants. 

Middx. : Concrete work, Sloggetts (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., 29, High-st., Hampton Hill, 
Middx. 

Kent and Surrey : Miscellaheous work, The 
Kent Rivers Catchment Board, County Hall, 
Maidstone. 

Devon : Miscellaneous works, Pearn Bros., 
Ltd., Radnor-st.,‘ Plymouth. 

Cornwall :. Miscellaneous works, C. 
Symons & Co., Tremaddan House, Liskeard, 
Cornwall. 

Co. Antrim: Hutting (erection) : I. Cope- 
land & Sons, Lr. Waksker. Belfast. 

Co. Tyrone : Miscellaneous work : T. Lind- 
say, 2, Richview-st., Belfast. 

Co. Fermanagh : Miscellaneous work, Irish 
Roads (Belfast), Ltd., 23, Sydenham-rd., 
Belfast. 

Manchester. — Alierations to office and 
warehouse, for Brooke, Bond and Co., Ltd. : 
“Russell Building & Contracting Co., Ltd., 
165, Plymouth-gr., Chorlton-on-Medlock, 
Manchester. 

Middlesbrough. — Static water supply 
basins, for T.C. C. Gorman, M Inst.cE 
Boro" Eng.: *Norman Thompson, Ltd., 
Stonehouse-st., Middlesbrough, £7,404 17s. 


Middlesb h.—Repairs to (a) two houses, 
and (b) eg oe om T.C. : (a) *Robinson 
(Contractors), Ltd., Middlesbrough, £302; 
(b). *Pilkington Construction Co., Middles- 
brough, £381. Pein 

—Adaptation of premises, 
<Newport-rd., and Butchers’ Market Hall, as 
British Restaurants, for T.C. : *Direct Labour. 

Newark.—Alterations to premises, Barnby 
Gate, for British Restaurant, for T.C. J. H. 
Clarke, Boro’ Sur.: *Blighton & Clarkson, 
Victoria-st., Newark. 

Newcastle.—Extensions to works for George 
Angus & Co. Hetherington & Wilson, 
County -chambs., Newcastle, architects : 
*Stephen Buy, 224, Westgate-rd., Newcastle. 

Orrell.—Supply and laying of approx. 3,500 
yds. cement se abe ipes; for U.D.C. A. W. 
Charity, F.Inst.8.E., Eng. : *R. & G. Bradley, 
Armoury Bank, Ashton - in - Makerfield, 
£3.622 6s. 6d. 

Rochdale.—Works, for T.C.: Adaptation 
of premises, Back Oldham-rd., as (1) British 
Restaurant, (2) steam plant, heating and 
domestic hot water installation. ‘S. H. Mor- 
gan, Boro’ Sur. : (1) *R. & T. Howarth, Ltd., 
Crosfield Works, Rochdale; (2) *John Blake, 


August 29 194) 


Ltd., Oakenshaw Works, Clayton-le-Moor, 


‘en ic 
.D.C. W. Barn 
Sur. :. *J. Searson, Oddicroft-la., Su 
Ashfield. 


Urmston. — Works, for U.D.C.: Static 
water no reservoir: *L. Fairclough, 
Ltd., Chapel-st., Adlington, near Chorley ; 
mechanical tar-spraying of *approx, 34,000 
sq. yds. of road surfaces, *Adsphaltic Road. 
ways, Ltd., Talbot-rd., Glossop. 

worth.—External painting of (a) 88 
houses, Tonaclifie estate, John-st. and Acre- 
st., (b) 26 houses, King-st, estate : (a) *Lord 
& Hoyle, (b) *C. Kettleton. (Both of Whit- 
worth.) 


tton-in- 











Now Published Sixth Edition 
Revised peace ang -— =o ered. 
HOW TO ESTIMATE 
FOR EVERY CLASS OF 
BUILDING WORK 
By J. T. REA. 

Containing 730 pages with over 600 

illustrations. 
Large 8vo. Cloth gilt. Price 16/- net. 
¢ 16/9) 

















Boyle’ s«si-tums” Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 


Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 
34, MORLAND AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY 
Tel.: Addiscombe 1133. 

















POINT & prone 


PLEASANT , a Md. putnty 
LONDON 5611 
S.W.18 (6 lines) 





TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION 


BUILDING 
AND 


CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
London Office: 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W.1 


also at 


SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 
and Branches throughout the country 
‘Grams: “ Taywood, Southall.” 


‘Phone: WAXLOW 2366 {© lines} 





LTD. 











